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616 Reading Road
Mason, Ohio 45040

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 
8:30am - 4:30pm

Phone: 513-398-3821
Parish Office: ext. 3100
School Office: ext. 3108
After Hours Emergency: ext. 3200
Fax: 513-398-2254

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for all articles for 
the Sunday bulletin is Friday 
afternoon, (9) days before the 
article appears in the bulletin.  
Please send items, along with 
the dates they should run, to 
bulletin@stsusanna.org for 
submission.

REFLECTING WITH THE PAROCHIAL VICAR

OCTOBER 1, 2017
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FAST TIMES

“Life moves pretty fast.  If you don’t stop 
and look around once in a while, you 
could miss it.”

Pithy advice from one of those questionable 
influences upon my adolescence:  Ferris 
Bueller.  As a teenager, I must’ve seen 
the movie Ferris Bueller’s Day Off at least 

two dozen times.  Interestingly enough, despite this being the mantra of the lead 
character, in the movie he does an awful lot of moving around!  Reflecting our 
culture of constant activity, even cinema touchstones touting the importance of 
introspection and appreciation aren’t really able to show us how to achieve it.

This is where the witness of the Church, rooted in the revelation of Sacred Scripture 
and Sacred Tradition, through something like the International Week of Prayer 
and Fasting (October 1-9) comes to our aid.  Prayer and fasting call us beyond 
ourselves, opening within us new capacities for gratitude, giving, and grace.  As 
the Catechism relates, fasting and abstinence “help us acquire mastery over our 
instincts and freedom of heart” (CCC 2043).

Traditionally, fasting would mean consuming only bread and water.  The current 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ guidelines state, “When fasting, a person 
is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are 
not equal to a full meal.”  Freely going without food is an act in which we profess 
our freedom in faith over physical desires; state our solidarity with those who 
unwillingly go hungry; and declare our desire to join ourselves more closely with 
Christ Crucified, who suffered and died for our sakes.

The time and energy we would’ve devoted to devouring our dinner can be spent 
in prayer.  October is the month of the Rosary, so praying at least a decade a day 
while meditating on one of the mysteries would be wonderful.  A special challenge 
would be to walk through all 20 mysteries each day during this special week of 
prayer to more fully ponder the paschal mystery of Christ.  Each decade could be 
dedicated for a particular person whom we know needs to experience the new 
freedom in Christ into which we are more deeply delving.

Along these lines, the “prayer wall” 
from our most recent Festival Prayer 
Booth is now in the Gathering Space.  
Everyone is encouraged to take one of 
the post-its that is the prayer intention 
of a particular person.  During this 
International Week of Prayer and 
Fasting, please pray and/or fast for 
that person and their prayer intention.  
Joined together by one faith and one Baptism, as one body of believers partaking 
of the one Eucharistic feast, let us slow down and share this great gift in a special 
time of fasting and prayer, being of one heart and mind with Christ.
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MASS INTENTIONS & WEEKEND PRESIDERS

Monday, October 2
6:00pm David VanWassenhove

Tuesday, October 3
8:15am  Peggy Sheehan

Wednesday, October 4
8:15am Libby Mott

Thursday, October 5
8:15am  Intention of the Parishioners

Friday, October 6
8:15am Intention of the Parishioners

Saturday, October 7
8:15am Intention of the Parishioners
5:00pm (Fr. Farrell) Margaret Hudepohl

Sunday, October 8
7:30am (Fr. Farrell) Herbert Demel
9:00am (Fr. Farrell) Betty Farwick
11:15am (Fr. Roush) Ruth Fox
4:00pm (Spanish Mass)
 Intention of the Parishioners
6:00pm (Fr. Roush) Rich Straka

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday at 5:00pm
Sunday at 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:15am, 6:00pm

Spanish Mass: 4:00pm the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month  

DAILY MASS TIMES
Monday at 6:00pm
Tuesday through Saturday at 8:15am

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
6:30am, 8:15am, 7:00pm

RECONCILIATION
Monday at 6:45pm and Saturday at 9:00am

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION
Monday, 6:45 - 9:00pm

FIRST FRIDAY
After 8:15am Mass Friday to beginning
of 8:15am Mass Saturday

ROSARY/DEVOTIONS
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

Nursery Available
The nursery is available for 9:00 and 
11:15am Masses.  It is located in the 
Undercroft.  Call ext. 3126 or email 
nursery@stsusanna.org for details.

Spanish Mass
A Mass in Spanish will be held at 
4:00pm on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of 
every month.  For details, contact 
Karla Eysoldt, (513) 448-8994 or 
keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org.

Misa en español es el segundo y cuarto 
domingo del mes a las 4:00pm.

Parish Membership
We joyfully welcome new members of 
our parish community.  Please register 
by calling the Parish Office (513-398-
3821), or online (www.stsusanna.org).

PRAY FOR THOSE 
SERVING OVERSEAS! 
Alex Back
Jake Denman
Joseph Patrick Fusco
Thomas Prieve
David Rodriguez
Justin Schuh
Christian Sorfnsen
James Wernke
Rachelle Wernke
Brandon Wesley
Ryan Whitaker
Jim Wykoff
Michael Zeller

PRAYERS FOR
THOSE  IN NEED 
Erica Burger
Pam Burger
Maya Collins
Dolores DiAngelo
Ashley Douglas
Lucy D’Souza
John Gavin
Peggy Gospodarek
Scott Greisl
Norma Grone
Scarlett James
Lyle Jones
Smiley Jungkunz
Kimberly Kelly
Sister Brigid Kelly
Stephen Lutes
David Magella
Lucas McCrea
Michael Murphy
Sarah Nadolny
Gabriel Orick
Alonso Ortiz
Barbie Quinto
Joel Rivera
Kathy Rohde
Doreen Schowalter
Wayne Schowalter
Nathan Shackleford
Paul St. Clair
Kelly Stevens
Marie Sueberling
Beverly Ward
Mike Webber
Jenny Weibel
Monte Wheeler
Phillis Wylds

Prayer Requests
If you have people to be prayed for and 
would like to have them in the bulletin, 
please email bulletin@stsusanna.org and 
we will begin publishing them weekly.

Parish Library
Media can be checked out at any time.  
Stop by the Parish Office for help.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children in grades K-2, September 
through May, 9:00 and 11:15am 
Masses. For details, contact Kristen Tell, 
ext. 3135 or tellk@stsusanna.org.

IN LOVING MEMORY...

Sara “Sally” Schutte
Mother of Diane Wira and Sue Miller
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Marriage Preparation
Please contact the Parish Office no later 
than six months prior to the date of 
intended marriage.

Baptism Preparation
All parents desiring Baptism for their 
children should go to the website and fill 
out the registration forms on the website 
at www.stsusanna.org/baptism.  

If it is your first child, please feel free 
to attend the baptismal class at your 
earliest convenience.  Couples may 
attend before the birth of their child, but 
registration must be complete.

Our Catholic Faith
Are you interested in learning more 
about our beautiful Catholic Faith and 
perhaps becoming Catholic?  Are you 
an Adult Catholic seeking Confirmation?
Then please contact Susan Hack,
ext. 3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org.

ALTAR 
FLOWER 
DEDICATION

You can dedicate 
the placing of 
flowers at the altar 
in memory of a loved one or to honor 
a special occasion.  The amount is 
$50 to defray the cost of the flowers.  

To reserve a date, please contact the 
Parish Office, 398-3821, ext. 3100.

WORSHIP

Free to all 
parishioners!!! 

Go to 
www.stsusanna.org 

and click on Formed, create your personal 
log-in by using our parish code: f4e66a.

TM

RCIA THIS WEEK
Please pray for all of those journeying to full Communion with the Catholic Church!  

This week’s (October 2nd) RCIA lesson is THE EUCHARIST: The Eucharist is 
truly the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus, the Father’s ultimate gift of love.  
We must eat His flesh and drink his blood if we are to live forever! 

Questions for the week:  Do you find Jesus’ real presence in the Eucharist difficult 
to accept?  How does Sacred Scripture help?;  How is the Eucharist essential to the 
Father’s plan to give us the gift of hope?; Why is the Eucharist more than a mental 
recollection of Christ’s Passover?  How does this affect the way we attend Mass?

To study along with us, please take home a copy of the weekly RCIA brief from the 
tables in the Gathering Space.  For more information, please contact Susan Hack, 
ext. 3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org or visit: www.stsusanna.org/rcia.

STEWARDSHIP

Year to Date 
ACTUAL

Year to Date 
BUDGET

Over / (Under) 
Budget

$500,842 $520,598 $19,756

September 24, 2017 

ACTUAL
September 24, 2017

BUDGET
Over / (Under) 

Budget

$30,660 $35,535 $4,875

THIS WEEK, FROM THE 
ST. SUSANNA VINCENTIANS

The Gospel today is a great example 
of saying, “actions speak louder than  
words.”  As you donate to the Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul, know that you are 
putting your faith into action.

INTERNATIONAL WEEK OF PRAYER AND FASTING
 
The International Week of Prayer and Fasting brings together people of all ages, 
backgrounds, and races. From October 1st–9th, 2017, we gather to pray for an end to the 
“culture of death,” and for a newfound appreciation for basic human rights, particularly in the 
United States of America.  By invoking the help of our Blessed Mother, the Virgin Mary, and 
by praying the Rosary, we play a crucial role in the conversion of nations and changing 
the course of world events. Our goal is to mobilize churches, communities, schools, prayer 
groups, and clergy to pray and fast: for the conversion of all people and nations, to build 
a culture of life, to defend the sanctity of marriage and family life, for peace and to implore 
God’s Mercy. For more information, please visit: https://iwopf.org.

THIS WEEKEND IS RESPECT LIFE WEEKEND

What is respect for life really? As Catholics we believe that all life – from conception to 
natural death – is sacred. We know that this means abortion and euthanasia are morally 
wrong. But respecting life means so much more.  In 1995, Pope John Paul II encouraged 
the establishment of “a culture of life” that emphasizes the value of all human life. In his 
encyclical, The Gospel of Life, he pointed out that the right to life is the foundation for all 
other human rights. “The deepest element of God’s commandment to protect human life is the 
requirement to show reverence and love for every person and the life of every person,” the 
pope explained.  The concept of respecting life is so profound that it’s worth meditating upon. 
When people embrace the concept of respecting life it impacts everything they say and do!  
Let us all examine our own conscience and see where we are in personally promoting God’s 
love in the world, which is what Respect Life is all about!
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONADULT FAITH FORMATION

The St. Susanna 
Women’s 
Association will 
hold a business 
meeting October 
14th, 9:30am in 

the St. Susanna Room. Mark your calendars now! Come, help us 
plan, bring a friend and meet other women of the parish.

St. Susanna
Women’s

A�ociation

Just a reminder that the Genesis 1 and Discovering Christ classes both start this week!

WALKING PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH

There are eight Pilgrimage of Faith hiking 
trails through the Archdiocese that offer 
walkers a look at interesting religious and 
historical sites.  These hiking trails can aid in 
our understanding of the history of the faith 
in our own Archdiocese. If you are interested 
in walking some or all of these trails, please 
let us know. We will meet at St. Susanna and 
car pool to the starting point and then hike 

from there. For complete maps, go to pilgrimageoffaith.org 
and download the trails.

For further information and planning, please contact Miriam 
Jackobs at m.jackobs@gmail.com.

YOUNG ADULT MEETING
 
Please consider joining our Young Adult Ministry as we continue 
to experience together the Wild Goose series, growing in our 
understanding of and faith in the Holy Spirit.  Our next meeting 
is Monday, October 2 at 7 PM in the St. John Bosco Room in the 
undercroft of the church.  

To be included in our mailing list or for more information, go to 
www.stsusanna.org/young-adult-ministry.  We look 
forward to seeing you soon!

NO SEW BLANKET MAKING PROJECT 

The Women’s Association is sponsoring a No Sew Blanket 
Making Project on Tuesday, October 17th from 7:00 to 8:30pm in 
the St. Susanna School Cafeteria.  These blankets will be donated 
to the Schuh Center for the upcoming cold weather, as part of the 
larger parish outreach to the needy.

New members are always welcome to join us for Women’s 
Association events.  And we want to invite any students needing 
service hours for school or Confirmation to participate in this service 
project.  No sewing skills are needed.  We will be cutting and 
tying the fringe on fleece blankets.  The fabric has already been 
purchased, using funds raised at the Parish Garage Sale.  Please 
bring fabric scissors and a yardstick, if you have them available 
to you.  Refreshments will be served.  For questions, please 
contact Fran Kester, 573-0994 or fkester@cinci.rr.com.

VOICE OF AMERICA MUSEUM TOUR

The Young at Heart senior group has scheduled a private tour 
of the Voice of America Museum in West Chester for Tuesday, 
October 24th at 10 am.  The tour lasts about 1 and 1/2 hours.  
The cost is $5 payable at the door.  Call Jim Valento by October 
16th at 513/379-3823 to register, space is limited.

HELPING INFANTS IMPACTED 
BY HURRICANE HARVEY

Kilazo Kizuri is an international organization 
founded recently by St. Susanna parishioner 
Michelle Kiigi, aimed at reducing the 
high rate of infant mortality in Kenya. The 
organization plans to provide baby boxes to 
underserved populations in two counties in Kenya – Siaya and 
Kwale - once the organization is officially up and running. The 
baby boxes contain tools for mothers to take care of their infants.

While we could spend a lot of time talking about the need 
in Kenya, we would like to turn the focus towards the babies 
impacted by Hurricane Harvey in Texas. Kilazo Kizuri has created 
T-Shirts specifically for this natural disaster to sell as a fund raiser 
for the families impacted by Harvey. With the funds raised, 
Michelle plans to buy necessities for infants, and then deliver them 
in person to the families in Texas. Care packages for the infants 
include diapers, wipes, and onesies -- just to name a few -- as well 
as a few baby boxes. The baby box is a cardboard box made of 
ecofriendly materials with a foam mattress where the infant can 
sleep.

Please stop by the Gathering Space this weekend, September 
30th/October 1st.  Michelle will be present  after all Masses to 
provide more information regarding Kilazo Kizuri and outreach to 
Hurricane Harvey families.  She will provide examples of the infant 
care packages and baby box along with T-shirts for sale -- adult 
shirts cost $20, and $15 for children’s.

For additional information or to order T-shirts, you can call/email 
Michelle Kiigi at 513-628-8482 /michelle.kiigi@kilazokizuri.org.
For more information regarding Kilazo Kizuri, visit:
Website: www.kilazokizuri.org
Facebook: Kilazokizuri Organization

YOUNG AT HEART OCTOBER LUNCHEON

Jeanne Rolfes is back as our guest speaker for 
our October luncheon.  Her presentation is on the 
history of downtown Cincinnati.  Lunch is at noon 
in the St. Susanna Room on Wednesday, October 

18th.  Your reservation and $12.00 is due in the parish office 
no later than Friday, October 13.  Please mark your check or 
envelope “YAH luncheon.”  We continue to collect canned food 
items for the Schuh Center.  For questions call Gretchen Osner, 
398-4820.
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CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION

CFP 
Grades 1-8 (2017-2018)
Faith Formation for elementary students 
will be Sundays 10:30 -11:45am, 
Mondays 6:15 - 7:30pm, and 
Wednesdays 6:15 - 7:30pm.  For more 
information, contact Kristen Tell, 
ext. 3135 or tellk@stsusanna.org.

Early Childhood 2017-2018
Faith formation for 3, 4, pre-K 5-year-
olds and kindergartners meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00am. For more 
information, contact  Jill Berning, 
ext. 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org.

Preschool
Weekday Preschool is available for ages 
2-5 in the Undercroft of church. For more 
information, contact Joette Ewing, ext. 
3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

Saint Susanna School
The parish school provides a Catholic 
education for Grades K-8. 
For more information, contact the
School Office, ext. 3108.

Faith Alive
Grades 6-8 (2017-2018)
Sundays at 4:00pm to 5:45pm
in the St. John Bosco Youth Room. 
For more information, contact 
Gabbi Montavon, ext. 3195 or 
montavang@stsusanna.org.

To get Faith Alive text updates you can 
join by texting 517-910-6127 and text 
the message @stsue.

LIFE
Grades 9-12 (2017-2018)
Sundays at 7:00pm in the St. John Bosco 
Youth Room. For more information, 
contact Gabbi Montavon, ext. 3195 or 
montavang@stsusanna.org.

To get LIFE text updates you can join by 
texting to the number 81010 and text 
the message @stsuelife.

FAITH ALIVE
If you would like updates 
texted to you, please text 
@328637 to 81010

October 1st (4:00 - 5:45): 
“What Are You Hungry For?”
We all get hungry for food and crave 
sweets. But what does it mean to be 
spiritually hungry? This Faith Alive 
Meeting will explore this question as 
we look at our own lives. 

October 8th (4:00 - 5:45):  
“Piece of Cake”
Our Daily Bread is the Greater 
Cincinnati area’s largest soup kitchen. 
As part of their mission, they provide 
cakes for those who are celebrating 
their birthdays. This week, Faith Alive 
will be decorating cakes to donate 
to Our Daily Bread! Come join us as 
we learn, decorate, and pray for the 
dignity of every person! 

ST. SUSANNA SCHOOL PTO 365 RAFFLE 

Coming soon, the 7th annual 365 Day Raffle sponsored by St. Susanna 
PTO.  Sale runs through October 2nd.  We will be selling after Mass this 
weekend.  The ticket prices for raffle tickets are 1 for $20 or 6 for $100. 
School families will receive tickets through school to sell.  

Winners are drawn daily starting November 1, 2017-October 31, 2018.  Every drawn 
ticket is returned to the raffle drum allowing for multiple chances to win.  Winners Monday 
through Saturday win $40, Sunday $100 and Easter, Christmas and the Feast of St. 
Susanna $500.  Proceeds help to fund field trips, assemblies, classroom equipment, and 
much more.

ATTENTION TEENS!

St. Susanna Venture Crew 500 is holding their annual open house for new 
membership on October 12th in the St. John Bosco Youth Room and would 
like to invite any prospective youth ages 14 to 20 (or 13 and completed 
8th grade) to attend. We are a small but dedicated and growing group of 
young women and men who are interested in youth-inspired and youth-led 
adventures, developing leadership skills, personal growth through goal 
setting, and leading and participating in community service.

This past year, crew activities included: camping, lazertag, canoeing, escape room, snow 
tubing, ziplining, GISHWES (global internet scavenger hunt), urban and rural hiking trips, 
swimming pizza party, horseback riding, and bowling!  Any questions, please call Tim Rapp 
at 513-316-1989 or send email to masoncrew500@gmail.com.

LIFE
If you would like updates 
texted to you, please text 
@life20172 to 81010

October 1st  (7:00 - 9:00): 
“Down to the River”
We are all warriors of God because 
we are baptized! Come explore this 
truth with us as we literally become 
warriors for God! That being said, 
PLEASE wear comfortable clothes.

October 8th (7:00 - 9:00): 
“God’s Family”
Come pray with us as we explore the 
meaning of family, physically and 
spiritually.  PLEASE bring or email 
Gabbi a picture of your Baptism. 
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DISCIPLES IN ACTION

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

St. Susanna is teaming up with Habitat for 
Humanity on October 21st from 8:30am-
4:00pm.  We will again be working on 

a home in Newport, KY.  No prior experience in home building/
finishing work is needed. For more information, please contact 
Justin Raiff at  justinthomas92700@gmail.com or Mary Jo Burns,  
burnsmj@stsusanna.org or 398-3821, ext. 3120.   Online 
registration must be completed by October 13th, register now 
before it is full: www.stsusanna.org/habitatforhumanity.

WITH US
OCT. 21ST

WWW.STSUSANNA.ORG/HABITATFORHUMANITY
TO REGISTER, VISIT: 

October 31, 2017 marks the 
500th anniversary of Martin Luther 
posting his Ninety-Five Theses on 
the church door in Wittenberg, 
Germany – an act that sparked the 
Lutheran Reformation.
Join us as we commemorate this anniversary with discussions on 
how to Rediscover Common Ground, Renew Relationships, and 
Respond to Local Needs. Please join us on the following dates:
• Tuesday, October 10th, 7 – 9 pm, St. Susanna Meyer Center, 

with Father Eric Roush, Parochial Vicar at St. Susanna & 
The Rev. Jonathan Eilert, Pastor at Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church

• Thursday, October 19th, 7 – 9 pm, Christ the King Lutheran 
Church, with Father Norm Langenbrunner, former Pastor 
at Sacred Heart & The Rev. Brian Ferguson, Pastor at First 
Lutheran Church

• Saturday, October 21st, 10 am - 12 pm, St. Maximilian Kolbe 
Church, with Dr. Martin Madar, Professor at Xavier University 
& The Rev. Lisa Bernheisel, Pastor at The Presbyterian Church 
of Wyoming

Registration is requested. Sign up online today: 
http://conta.cc/2f1mu5i

FAST FACT FROM THE 
“OUR GLOBAL FAMILY” MINISTRY

The Migration Policy Institute said in 2016 that 
about 1.9 million people were eligible for DACA. About 
788,000 have had their requests for DACA status accepted. In 
a Center for American Progress survey of roughly 3,000 DACA 
recipients, nine-tenths of respondents said they had jobs and 
about 72 percent of respondents were in higher education. 
After getting DACA, nearly 80 percent of respondents said they 
got driver’s licenses. About half became organ donors.  DACA 
recipients pay income taxes. The Center for American Progress 
estimated that the U.S. would lose about $460 billion in GDP 
over the next 10 years without DACA.

Yet there is no path to citizenship for these young people. 
Catholic Leaders, including Pope Francis and the US Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, have called upon the Catholic community to 
lobby on behalf of just and humane immigration reform, including 
support for DACA. See the Our Global Family webpage for more 
information. For more information, visit the Our Global Family 
Ministry web page at:
www.stsusanna.org/ourglobalfamily.

THANK YOU!

THANK YOU….. to everyone who made a donation to the food 
drive benefiting the food pantry at the Fr. Dan Schuh Center for 
Peace and Justice. The hope is that this is not a one-time event 
but that it becomes a way of life — to think about those who are 
struggling and what can be done to help. On the St. Susanna 
website, the food pantry has a page listing the most immediate 
needs (www.stsusanna.org/schuhcenter). This list can also 
be found in the bulletin. The donation of any nonperishable food 
item is welcomed and beneficial. All donations can be placed in 
the Peace and Justice Kiosk found in the gathering space of the 
church. Together we can reach out to our neighbors in need.

BOX OF JOY KICKOFF IS NEXT WEEKEND 
October 7th and 8th

The Box of Joy outreach program provides 
children with a shoe box filled with Christmas 
gifts that, for many of them, is the only 
gift they receive all year and sometimes 
longer.  By participating in this program, 
we are ensuring that these children are not 
deprived of Christmas blessings this year.  
Look for displays after Mass next weekend.  

Information sheets and shoeboxes will be available to take home 
with you.  Boxes will be collected during the pancake breakfast 
on October 22nd and after each Mass in the gathering space 
of Church through the weekend of November 4th and 5th.  St. 
Susanna is a collection site for neighboring parishes so we will be 
finalizing the collection the weekend of November 10th-12th.

We are also still in need of volunteers, starting with our kickoff 
next weekend, Oct 7-8th and running through mid-November.  If 
you are interested in helping with this wonderful ministry, please 
consider volunteering for one of many positions needed.  For 
more information on these positions and to sign up, please go to 
the following link on our website:  www.stsusanna.org/boxofjoy 
Please help get this outreach opportunity off to a great start.  
Direct questions to Mary Jo Burns, 398-3821, ext 3120, 
burnsmj@stsusanna.org or Nancy Thomas, 375-7476, 
nancy.thomas@cinci.rr.com.

CHARITABLE COMPUTING MINISTRY

St. Susanna is exploring the interest of parishioners to start a 
Charitable Computing Ministry. The mission of this ministry would 
be to receive usable, unwanted computers, clean the disks of 
data, load a new free, publicly available operating system and 
software, and distribute them to community charity organizations 
in need. The ministry is looking for individuals to form a 
committee. Many talents are required to help make this ministry 
a success — marketing, logistics, researching software uses, and 
hardware cleaning and rebuilding are a few of them.

There will be an informational meeting on October 2nd at 
7:00pm in the St. Julie Billiart Room. For questions or additional 
information, please contact Marty Klenke at 
mk_ohio@earthlink.net or call (leave a message) or text his cell 
phone (603) 997-1192.
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Say “Yes” and Go Out

We can really relate to God when he repeats
the people’s blame and accusations at him for 

not being fair. In moments of suffering or injustice, 
it’s easy to pass judgment and blame it all on God. It’s 
especially difficult when innocent and good people 
(ourselves included) suffer. We’re tempted to ask, 
“Aren’t you supposed to treat your friends better?” 

We only need to look at Marco Palmezzano’s 
painting Christ Bearing the Cross to 
reconsider our complaints. How have we 
treated God? 

Jesus was and is the most innocent of 
souls; no other being was or is as good as 
Jesus. No one was asked to suffer like him, 
and he suffered not to gain for himself 
but to pay our debt. Relating it to today’s 
Gospel lesson, Jesus is the son who, when 
asked to work in his Father’s vineyard, 
promptly said “yes” and went. Always 
obedient, always docile, always loving.

Watching Jesus, we hear the echo of St. 
Paul’s letter. Jesus humbly regarded his 
brothers and sisters as more than himself 
and was willing to go to the cross and 
win them back for the Father. Keep in 
mind, those siblings had destroyed family 

October 1, 2017
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Ez 18:25–28
Phil 2:1–11 or 2:1–5
Mt 21:28–32

“Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard 
others as more important than yourselves” (Philippians 2:3).

unity, squandered away their inheritance, sold their 
birthright, sold him into slavery with their sin, and 
very often refused his love. Yet “God proves his love 
for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for 
us” (Romans 5:8). 

God knows his merciful justice well and can kindly 
and provokingly ask in Ezekiel 18:25, “Is it my way that 
is unfair? Are not your ways unfair?”

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

For Reflection
Am I fair to God by giving him 
thanksgiving, adoration, and obedience 
for his love? Am I fair to others by offering 
them gratitude and humble kindness?

Piece: Christ Bearing the Cross, circa 1535
Artist:  Marco Palmezzano
Location: Vatican Museums
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PARISH STAFF
Contact: 398-3821 • Parish Office, ext. 3100 • School Office, ext. 3108
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