
By Fr. Bob Farrell, 
    What good is snow and cold if you 
don’t have mountains for skiing?  
Schools and parish programs are shut 
down … water pipes burst … you 
can’t put another layer of clothes on if 
you tried … all one can do is hunker 
down under a warm blanket with a 
cup of hot chocolate. February is a 
great month for those who celebrate 
birthdays or wedding anniversaries …
but for the rest of the world it is just 
another cold month. 
    But take heart. There are a number 
of opportunities to participate in to 
prevent you from going stir crazy.  
 
Living the Eucharist…  
    … is our Lenten spiritual renewal       
program. There is still time to register 
if you have not done so. You can sign 
up for a small group; as families; or as 
an individual. There is also a Hispanic 
version. This is a great way for all of 
us to prepare for the great event of 

Easter. The program focuses on the 
Sunday readings of Lenten Cycle A. 
    Whether you participate in a group 
or not, please join us for our parish 
retreat, March 29th. Send all requests 
for registration for the program or 
retreat to Susan Hack, 398-3821 ext 
3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org. 
Sunday Café ...  
    Unfortunately, this is one of our 
best kept secrets … each Sunday 
morning from 10:10 AM to 11:10 
AM, or so, parishioners gather for 
coffee and refreshments in the        
St. Susanna Room of the undercroft 
to discuss various spiritual,           
theological or moral topics. It is 
enlightening, lively and down to 
earth. It is especially helpful to      
connect to other parishioners and 
witness the great things God is     
working in our lives. Come once  … 
come every week! All are welcome! 
Lenten Taize Prayer  
and Speaker …  
    We did this during Advent and 
there was a request to offer it during 
Lent. Taize Prayer is a simple,       
reflective style of prayer with music 
and Scripture. We will meet March 
10th, 24th and April 8th from 6:30  to 
7:30 PM. The hour begins with 
prayer followed by a short Lenten 
talk. See the bulletin and web site for 
more details. 

    St. Susanna Parish will host the Liturgy and 
Rites Class for catechists in the St. Isidore 
Room on Wednesdays and Thursdays,         
February 12th, 13th, 19th and 20th from 6:30 to 
9:15 PM. The presenter for the class will be 
Emily Besl. Participants will understand the 
Liturgy as an action of God’s people in       
response to God’s continuing call and          
revelation. They will understand that this    
response happens through prayer and praise, 
word, gesture and song. All are welcome to 
attend this class. You do not need to be a 
catechist to attend. Please register with Susan 
Gravely, 398-3921 or gravelys@stsusanna.org. 
    Come join Judy Kuhlman in the               
St. Isidore Room once a week for Fr. Barron’s 
Untold Blessings series. This is a great series on 
understanding what God calls us to be in His 
service. The series will be held Thursday 
mornings for six weeks from 9:30 to 11:30 
AM beginning February 6th. Please RSVP        
to Susan Hack, hacks@stsusanna.org or       
398-3821.  
    Come and explore some methods to greatly 
enhance your journey toward God through  
journaling, art, music, or speaking directly, 
aided by the Scriptures. Join Mary Anne    
Spanyer for five sessions on Tuesdays from 
9:30 to 11:00 AM beginning February 11th. 

Sessions will be 
held in the St. 
Catherine Room. 
No reservations 
are needed and 
all are welcome. (continued on the following page) 

 

Living the Eucharist provides many  
opportunities for parishioners to make the 

Lenten Season one of growth and  
renewal. Choose one for you!  

mailto:hacks@stsusanna.org
mailto:gravelys@stsusanna.org


By Susan Gravely, 
    The RCIA (Rite of Christian         
Initiation of Adults) is the process by 
which the Catholic Church welcomes 
adult members into the Church. The 
RCIA group is usually made up of 
both unbaptized adults and baptized 
adults. The sponsors for these               
catechumens or candidates often      
attend the preparation sessions. These 
folks are welcomed into the Church at 
the Easter Vigil through Baptism,    
Confirmation and First Communion.  
The RCIA process is usually a         
year-long program with the candidates 
participating in various rites (Rite of 
Welcome in the Fall, Rite of Election 
at the beginning of Lent, Scrutinies 
during Lent, and Final Initiation at the 
Easter Vigil). 
    This past Easter Vigil 2013 we     
baptized some 20+ children and adults 
and welcomed 40+ new members into 
the Church. With such numbers of 
new adult members, it was decided to 
look at the RCIA program at             
St. Susanna Parish and make some 
adjustments and changes.  

    The first major change was to set up 
two tracts – one for the baptized and 
one for the unbaptized. The sessions 
for the unbaptized, the catechumens, 
would retain the basic year-long      
structure. However, the sessions for the 
baptized would be shortened to about 
10-12 weeks with initiation at various 
times throughout the liturgical year. 
    As we interviewed and met with our 
baptized candidates, we discovered that 
many of these individuals were       
Catholics by baptism, but had not been 
confirmed in the Church for one      
reason or another. Most of these were 

active members of the parish. We also 
discovered that many of the          
non-Catholics, but baptized, were 
married to Catholics, had raised their 
children in the Church and had been 
in our midst for many years. And 
there were a few baptized individuals 
from another Christian communion 
that had made the decision to become 
Catholic because of the witness of 
their neighbors and friends. This    
baptized group, we felt, was different 
from those who have never been 
baptized. 

(continued on following page) 

Reconciliation ...   
    Our Parish Lenten Reconciliation 
service is April 7th beginning at 7:00 
PM. 
The Light is On for You ...  
    … is an initiative sponsored by the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati to invite all 
Catholics to experience the love and 
mercy of God through the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. In the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati, every parish will be 
celebrating the Sacrament of           
Reconciliation by offering private 
confessions on Tuesday, March 18th, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. St. Susanna 
Church’s doors will be open for you.       

    I encourage you to pray for          
reconciliation personally, in your      
families, and in our world. I invite each 
of our parishioners to consider         
participating in the Sacrament of       
Reconciliation during the Lenten      
Season, particularly if you have not 
celebrated the Sacrament in some time. 
Extend an invitation to friends and 
family members who have fallen away 
from the Church, asking them to      
consider joining us in prayer on March 
18th and participating in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. 

Fr. Bob 

Joyously, the gathering of catechumens and candidates entering the Church through the  
Sacraments of Initiation often wraps around the altar as they wait to be confirmed at Easter Vigil.  

Tuesday, March 18th 
7:00 to 9:00 PM in Church 

 

Monday, April 7th  
beginning 7:00 PM in Church 

 

Wednesdays, 6:45 to 7:15 PM 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Room 

 

Saturdays, 4:00 to 4:30 PM 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Room 



    As a result we have adjusted the 
RCIA for the baptized (who have 
some basic knowledge of the faith) to 
meet about 10 times on Sundays from 
10:30 AM to Noon. Since many of the 
adults in the parish travel during the 
week, the Sunday morning time 
seemed to work well. Our first group 
met during the summer of 2013 and 
we welcomed the following eleven 
newly initiated members on Sunday, 
August 13th:  

Lindsay Buck  
Tessa Catlin  

Karissa Cullen 
James Etherton 

Brendan Flannery 
Jill Hulsmann 

Christopher Sample 
Steve Schrock 

Elizabeth Stemple 
Julie Wilhjelm 
Mark Wilhjelm 

    The shortened time-span for the 
baptized group worked so well that we 
began a second Sunday morning 
group in September. In November on 
the Feast of Christ the King, we        
welcomed another nine new members: 

Virginia Duffy  
Jeffrey and Kimberly Harrington 

Gregory and Sara Lamb 
James McQuiniff 

Becca Moore 
Rachel Pyles 
Ronald Scott  

    Kat ie  Fe ighery  mi s sed  her           
Confirmation on that date because of 
the birth of a son the night before – we 
confirmed her in January. 
     A third group will start on Sundays 
beginning February 16th. There are    
already ten people who have shown 
interest in this series of sessions which 
will end at the Feast of Pentecost on 
Sunday, June 8th. 
    Our year-long RCIA program for the 
unbaptized began in the summer of 
2013 and continues to meet on      
Tuesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 
PM. We will receive this group at the 
Easter Vigil of 2014 on April 19th 
through Baptism, Confirmation, and 
First Communion. Because the      
knowledge and church experience is 
different from the baptized group, we 
have been able to take more time with 
our explanations of the faith. On        
December 8, 2013 we officially          
welcomed the following individuals 
preparing for full initiation:  

Chris Asher 
David Cade 

Michelle Chan 
Nathaniel Moore 
Savannah Murphy 

Heather Sloan 
Melissa Thomas   

In addition to these adults who will 
be baptized at the Easter Vigil, we 
also have four children from our 
Sunday evening “catch-up” religious 
education class who will be baptized 
and make their First Communion. 
    Different from the RCIA, but with 
the same intention, this month, we 
will begin a Confirmation preparation 
class for high school students who 
have missed Confirmation for one 
reason or another. The class will 
meet about 10 times on Thursday 
evenings. This group of twenty or 
more candidates will be confirmed 
on Pentecost Sunday, June 8th. 
    It is the witness of parish members 
to the importance of their Catholic 
faith in their lives that is an example 
and an encouragement to those who 
want to become members of the 
Church. Our ongoing goal is that as a 
parish we not only welcome new 
members, but that these new       
members become active and involved 
in the parish. Pray that we continue 
to be a welcoming and evangelizing 
community of faith. And please pray 
throughout the year for all those who 
come to St. Susanna Parish seeking 
to receive Full Communion in the 
Catholic Faith. 

Seven adults and four children are preparing to be Baptized during Easter Vigil 2014. 

Adults who have been baptized are offered 
many opportunities for sacramental preparation. 



    When you think of February, you 
are likely to think of “St.” Valentine’s 
Day. The connection of the secular 
celebration every February 14th of    
Valentine’s Day with the Catholic saint 
named Valentine are tenuous. The 
truth is that very little is known of the 
priest in Rome named Valentine who 
was martyred on February 14, 269 
A.D. and whose feast was on the      
Church calendar for that date. He is 
still listed on the official Martyrology 
of the Church, but his feast is not    
celebrated throughout the universal 
Church with a Mass on that date to 
commemorate him.  
    There are many legends and tales 
about how Valentine’s Day first began, 
but very little facts are available. Still, 
it’s Valentine’s Day that first comes to 

mind this month, and that is quite    
unfortunate. It is being able to discover 
the ways in which a saint has lived out 
his or her faith life that helps us on our 
own faith journeys. 
    Fortunately, there are many saints 
whose feasts are celebrated in the 
month of February whose lives can be 
examples for us. 
    Consider St. Paul Miki and his     
companions. St. Paul was the son of a 
Japanese military leader. He joined      
the Jesuits in 1580. This eloquent    
seminarian became known for his 
preaching and many were converted to 
Christianity through his words. He and 
25 others were crucified for their faith 
in 1597 during a persecution of     
Christians that occurred under the 
reign of Toyotomi Hideyoshi, who was 

ruler of Japan in the name of the   
emperor.  
     Among those also martyred with 
St. Paul Miki were clergy, carpenters, 
cooks, preachers and teenagers.        
St. Paul Miki is credited with       

    Do you or a family member need 
to avoid consuming gluten for health 
reasons? Did you know that you can 
receive Holy Communion with a     
low-gluten host? That option is       
provided at the 9:00 AM or 11:15 AM 
Masses every Sunday.  
    There are a few steps that need to 
be taken in order to receive a          
low-gluten host. To begin, the person 
should arrive at church 15 minutes 
before Mass is scheduled to begin. 
He/she, or a member of his/her     
family, should come into the sacristy 
upon arrival at Mass.    
    There is a refrigerator in the main 
sacristy, where the low-gluten hosts 
are kept. A sign on the door of the 
refrigerator clearly indicates that the 
low-gluten hosts are contained within. 
    A special pyx, which looks very     

different from ones used at other     
times, is also contained within the       
refrigerator. The person or family 
member is welcomed to take a host 
from the refrigerator and place it in the 
pyx. The special pyx should be given to 
one of the Mass Coordinators in the 
sacristy who is preparing for that day’s 
Mass. 
    Those wanting to receive the low 
gluten hosts and their families should 
sit in the section across from the choir. 
That is not the section of chairs to the 
right of the altar platform, but the 
pews just to their right. The Mass          
Coordinator would be happy to guide 
you if you are unfamiliar with the      
seating. Please be seated close to the 
front row. 
    When the person who needs to    
receive the low gluten host comes     

(continued on the following page) 

forward for Communion, he/she 
should approach the Eucharistic 
Minister who is holding the special 
pyx that contains the low-gluten host. 
Family members should approach a 
nearby Eucharistic Minister or      
approach after those needing          
low-gluten hosts have received. 
    If you have questions about      
receiving Communion using a       
low-gluten host, please call the Parish 
Office, 398-3821.  



preaching his last sermon while being 
crucified and for openly forgiving the 
executioners. 
    St. Paul’s perseverance and his    
determination to continue his mission 
of preaching in the face of adversity 
are good traits to emulate when each 
of us faces challenges. 
    It is sometimes difficult to relate to 
those who have been canonized due to 
martyrdom. In our communities in the 
American Midwest, being called to 
literally die for Christ is a rarity,       
indeed. But not all saints are            
recognized for their courage in death. 
Many are recognized for their deeds in 
life. 
    Some remove themselves from the 
secular world and choose a life of     
solitude filled with prayer and humble 
tasks to serve the poor. Others remain 
very active in the world, working with 
and for all of God’s children. And 
some, do both … spending a part of 
their life in solitude and prayer and 
part of it in active service to the 
Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The Seven Holy Founders of the 
Servite Order, whose feast day is     
celebrated on February 17th, chose to 
become hermits. They were all         
members of very prominent families 

of Florence, Italy in 1225, who were    
disheartened by the lack of morals in 
the bustling town and by the bitter   
divisions brought on by political      
differences. They chose to be an      
example of complete dedication to 
God by renouncing all of their worldly        
possessions, living austerely and      
entering in to a life filled with prayer. 
They had a special devotion to the 
Blessed Mother and the order they 
founded is also known as the Servants 
of Mary. 
    The seven men were determined to 
remain in solitude, but the people,     
recognizing their holy natures, sought 
them out wherever they took up        
residence. Eventually, the hermits were 
convinced to accept the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders and to preach the Gospel 
as missionaries. They began to found 
more monasteries throughout the     
continent. 
    Due to the reputation of the seven 
founders, the order grew rapidly. And 
though each of the men wished to    
continue in a life of solitude, he “went 
where God’s people needed him to 
go.” Because of the foundations of 
these seven holy men, the Servites    
continue to “go where they are needed” 
by God’s people as missionaries to 
North and South America, Europe, 
Asia, Africa and Australia. 
    The founders of the Servites are 
good examples of putting aside what 
“I” want to do what “God wants.” 
    The feast of St. Peter Damian is     
February 21st. St. Peter Damian was an 
orphan given to the charge of his 
brother who had him tending the swine 
as soon as he was old enough to do so.       
Another brother took pity on him and 
had him educated. St. Peter was very 
intelligent and became a master and 
professor of renown. He was also     
devoted to fasting and to almsgiving. 
St. Peter seldom dined alone because 
he invited the poor to his table and 

took pleasure in serving them. 
    Tired of his worldly life, St. Peter 
joined an order of hermits and      
devoted himself to prayer. It was not 
long before his gifts were recognized 
and he was pushed into service as the 
order’s superior. He founded five 
other hermitages as the order’s leader 
and led those through Priors that he 
placed at each one. 
    Though he preferred to contain 
himself within his order, he was 
named a Cardinal by Pope Stephen 
IX and called upon by the Church 
not only to serve as Bishop of Ostia, 
but also to perform many tasks for 
each of three popes. He begged to be 
removed from his bishopric to return 
to solitude, and was finally granted 
his request, only if he would continue 
to obey the requests of the pope 
when called upon. He agreed and 
continued to serve the Church, often 
traveling to act as the pope’s emissary 
throughout the continent.  
    St. Peter Damian was a man with 
many gifts. He was often asked to 
put those gifts to the service of the 
Lord. His example to us is that he did 
so, despite his own desires. 

(continued on page 10) 



    Saint  Susanna School’s annual     
Geography Bee took place on       
Thursday, December 5, 2013 in the 
Meyer Center. It was organized by 
Betsy Kampman-Cowan and Daniel 
Scarborough with Fr. Bob Farrell        
reading the questions during the bee.  
There were 10 contestants in the bee 
with two from each of the grade levels 
of fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and 
eighth. The third place winner was a 
fourth grader, Wes English. The       
second place winner was a sixth 
grader, Avery  Juszczyk. The winner of 
the 2013 Saint Susanna Geography 
Bee was eighth grader, Jared Theiler.  
Jared will move to the next round 
where he is required to take a          
geography test of 100 questions!  
Good luck, Jared! 

elves! The student elves provided 
holiday tattoos, candy canes and    
holiday bingo to the littlest of      
shoppers while several teachers read 
stories to the children. This allowed 
their parents to complete some of 
their holiday shopping. What a great 
way to Christmas shop!  

By Debby Gallagher, 
    On Saturday, December 7th,         
Saint Susanna School and Barnes and 
Noble partnered together for a day of 
shopping and holiday fun! Barnes 
and Noble donated up to 20% of 
purchases made that day to the 
school. The Saint Susanna students 
worked as elves, and they were busy 

Jared Theiler is the 2013 Saint Susanna School Geography Bee Winner. He is shown above,  
at right, with Principal Kevan Hartman, center, and the runner-up, Avery Juszczyk.  

Shown above and in photos at right  
are some of Saint Susanna School’s 

student “elves” who provided an 
“entertaining” experience for the littlest 

shoppers at Barnes and Noble. 
The event was part of a  

fundraising effort for the school.  



    As the students of Saint Susanna 
School prepared for the birth of Jesus, 
they took time to give back to the 
community with some wonderful    
service projects. A few grades even 
worked together.  
    Kindergarten and fifth grade      
students helped to put smiles on kids’ 
faces as they collected craft items for 
Children’s Hospital. The first graders 
worked with their seventh grade     
buddies to collect meal and snack 
items to create Take Along bags for 

residents of the Ronald McDonald 
House. They also put together personal 
hygiene Care Packages for the residents. 
The second graders, along with their 
eighth grade buddies, collected hats, 
gloves,          undergarments and socks 
for Taylor Academy. Taylor Academy is 
a K-8 school in Over the Rhine.  
    The third, fourth, and sixth graders 
donated to the parish’s Schuh Center. 
The third graders collected gloves and 
mittens to help community members 
stay warm during this cold winter. The 

fourth graders collected cake mix, 
frosting and birthday candles. These 
items along with student-made cards 
will be passed out in Birthday Bags to 
allow people to celebrate their special 
day. The sixth graders decorated 
Breakfast Bags, which they filled with 
breakfast food. These bags contained 
a variety of different items that allow 
families to start their day with a great 
meal.  
    All of the service projects allowed 
the students to share their time,      
talents and treasures – great gifts 
given to us from God!  
    Specifically sharing their “talent” 
during the Advent Season, the first 
grade, second grade and third grade 
students each held a concert filled 
with music and movement focused on 
the birth of Christ.  

Shown at right  are just a few of the  
generous fifth grade students with the toys 
and craft items they brought for Cincinnati 

Children’s Hospital Medical Center.  
Fifth grade students have donated items  

to CCHMC for a number of years.  
They hope the items make a visit to the  

hospital a little less dull for those who need 
to be there. Shown below, left and right,  

are second grade students who performed  
in their December concert. 



    The members of St. Susanna     
Parish strive to be warm and      
welcoming. It is always good to   
remind each other about ways to 
reflect those attitudes during Mass. 
It really does help to slide over to 
the middle of the pew so that those 
trying to find a seat have less      
trouble doing so. Offering to share 
a hymnal when there are not 
enough for each individual does 
make a difference. 
    Some individuals face physical or 
developmental challenges. Being 
able to welcome them to the liturgy 
in ways that respect them as a     
person shows a true concern for 
each of God’s people. 
    Following are some hints for    
relating to those with challenges 
that may aid you in welcoming 
them not only in Mass but at other 
times, as well. 
    The easiest guideline to              
remember is to treat all people as 
people first … the way you would 
want to be treated, of course; “Do 
unto others … ” 
    It helps to speak directly to the 
person you are welcoming rather 
than to a nearby family member, 
companion, interpreter or canine 
companion. Make eye contact with 
that person first. For those in 

wheelchairs, on crutches, using 
walking aids or for the hearing           
impaired, it helps to stand directly 
in front of them. 
    Offering your hand for a hand 
shake is often very welcoming. For 
those who may have limited use of 
their hand(s), they may choose     
another option, such as shaking 
with the left hand or extending an 
arm for a modified movement. 
Those with visual problems may 
sense the movement or a             
companion may guide them to     
realize your offer to shake.             
Obviously use good judgment, since 
some individuals may face extreme 
physical challenge to the entire 
body, but do not immediately reject 
the thought of a hand shake. 
    If it seems that a person requires 
assistance, make a verbal offer to 
help first and wait for them to       
instruct you. 
    Be patient and wait for those who 
have difficulty with speech. Avoid 
trying to speak for them. Asking 
short questions that require short 
answers, a nod or a shake of the 
head may be helpful in some       
situations. 
    It is not impolite to get the          
attention of someone who is         
hearing-impaired with a light       

tapping on the elbow or shoulder 
or by waving your hand gently. 
Begin by speaking clearly and 
with         expression. Speak a little 
more slowly than you normally 
would. Many are able to read lips. 
If the person cannot understand 
at all, he/she will communicate 
that to you. 
    You can guide a person who has 
visual impairments by giving      
verbal clues to steps, curbs,         
escalators or doors. They will 
reach out to you if they want you 
to physically guide them. 
    Please treat challenged adults as 
adults and not as children. That is 
the case for both physically and 
developmentally challenged         
individuals. 
    See the wholeness of spirit       
beneath the surface of someone 
with challenges. Overcome the    
tendency to turn away or ignore 
the person.  
    Continue to help the parish      
community be a welcoming one in 
church and “on the street.” Doing 
so is a part of the Church’s social       
justice guidelines and a way to 
“respect life.” If you would like     
additional information about 
ways to welcome those               
with physical or developmental         
challenges, please contact Pastoral 
Associate Michael Collins,          
collinsm@stsusanna,org or        
398-3821 ext 3107. 



    Both CFP for Grades 1 through 8 
and Early Childhood for ages 3 
through Kindergarten will be holding 
registration for the 2014-2015 year. 
There are some changes to the times 
when some of the programs are being 
offered and to the content of one of 
the programs. If you are planning to 
register your child(ren), it may help 
you to be aware of the changes. 
    Registration will begin in the month 
of February. The registration process 
will be available online as a             
convenience to parish families.  
    All families should be reminded 
that completion of a first grade       
program is required before children 
can enter the second grade and     
preparation for First Reconciliation 
and First Communion. Completion of 
a seventh grade program is required  
before students can enter eighth  
grade programming and preparation 
for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
  All first, second, and eight graders 
will need to attend either the Sunday/
Monday CFP sessions or the Summer 
CFP Program.  
    The tuition for CFP and Early 
Childhood will remain the same as this 
past year. Please note that the tuition 
schedule of one student, two students 
or three or more students applies to all 
the children in the family, both CFP 
and Early Childhood. For example, if 
you are registering a fifth grader, a 
third grader and a four-year-old, that 
is a family of three or more. 
    The Sunday CFP Session held from 
September to April will be moving 
from Sunday evenings to Sunday     
mornings. One major reason is sports 
– even when families do not think that 
sports will conflict with Sunday CFP, 
it seems to do so. Another reason is 

that the afternoon CFP time seems to 
conflict with family events. Though the 
Sunday morning session may occur 
during a Mass time, it is the expectation 
that parents will still schedule a way for 
their children to attend Mass each 
weekend rather than bringing them to 
the CFP session and attending Mass 
without them. Also, the length of class 
time for grades 5 through 8 may       
increase. Please consult the bulletin and 
the web site for exact times. 
    There will continue to be a Monday 
evening CFP Session, but the classes 
may begin at an earlier time and the 
length of the class time may be         
increased.                   
    Once again, two summer sessions 
will be offered. One will be held      
June 9th-20th and the other, July 7th-18th. 
The sessions will be Monday through 
Friday, from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
each day. Families choosing this option 
will need to commit to several follow 
up events or activities throughout the 
school year. These follow up activities 
will be mandatory, if families are to 
continue in the summer program. 

    There will once again be a Home 
Study option, but it will not be     
available to first, second or eight 
grade students. For those families 
with students in grades 3 through 7, 
there will be the option of an online 
study provided by St. Ignatius Press. 
The online students will be put into 
“classes” with a “user administrator” 
and will be expected to do their      
assigned online chapters each 
week. The company is working with 
the Diocese of Brooklyn to have the 
online program available also for 
smart phones, etc. ,  by the 
Fall. Families choosing this option 
will need to commit to several        
follow-up events or activities 
throughout the school year. These 
follow up activities will be mandatory 
if families are to continue in the 
Home Study online program.       
Families using the online option will 
pay the regular full CFP fee. 
 
 
 
 
 

    The online program provides great 
possibilities. The entire St. Ignatius 
Faith and Life textbook is online with 
prayer, activities, pre- and post- 
tests. Parish staff is able to monitor 
the time that each child spends on 
the chapter lessons. There is voice 
overlay for those children who have 
trouble reading. 
    The other advantage to the online 
program is that children/families 
registering late will be able to added 
to the program and children can 
“catch-up” instead of being assigned 
to a class that has already started. 

(continued on the following page) 



    The feast of Sts. Cyril and       
Methodius is the feast celebrated in 
the universal church on February 14th. 
These two brothers led very full and 
busy lives. Their lives show how God 
brings spiritual meaning out of 
worldly concerns. The two brothers 
were missionaries to the Slavic       
peoples … areas historically known as 
the Ukraine, Bulgaria, Moravia, 

Methodius was translating the works 
of the Early Church Fathers into Sla-
vonic, so that the people he and his 
brother loved would be able to learn 
more about theology and the history 
of the Church. 
    The two brothers proved you can 
be busy … you can be in the world 
… and you can serve God on the 
political front, in the classroom, on 
the road, at a desk … in any walk of 
life. They are good examples of ways 
to live out our faith in our own 
“busy” and full lifestyles. 
    Are you inside keeping warm this 
February? Find out about more saints 
of the Church to emulate. Get a copy 
of Butler’s Lives of the Saints if you like 
a book in your hand and read about 
the saints. Visit a Catholic web site 
online. There are many good sites. 
Catholic Online, www.catholic.org, 
has many concise biographies of 
saints. 

Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Croatia, 
Slovenia, and more. Every mission that 
they undertook and every     struggle 
they fought was a result of political 
battles and not spiritual ones. Yet their 
work lives on in the spirituality of the 
Slavic peoples. 
    The brothers were dedicated to the 
ideal of expression in a people’s native 
language. They gained special Papal 
permission to say Mass and administer 
the sacraments in the Slavic language 
so that the people could be better    
instructed. Their dedication and their 
advocacy for the Slavic peoples gained 
many devoted “disciples of the Lord.” 
    They translated Scripture into      
different dialects, traveled thousands of 
miles to preach and teach in the Slavic 
dialects, developed alphabets (one a 
precursor to Cyrillic … named for one 
of the brothers), and converted many 
to Christianity. Both men worked    
unceasingly for the Church until death. 
In the few years before his death,    St. 

Early Childhood is a wonderful way for 
your child to “bridge the gap”  

between Baptism and First Grade  
using the Allelu program.  

Find out more about how to register  
in the article to  the left.  

    Volunteer teachers or parents will 
be needed to act as “class user        
administrators.” There will be a       
stipend provided for individuals who 
fill that role.  
    Early Childhood will once again be 
offered on Sunday mornings for ages 
3, 4 and 5 and for students in          
Kindergarten. Those attending        
Kindergarten will also have the option 
of attending a class on Monday       
evening, as long as there is sufficient 
enrollment to offer the class.  
    Early Childhood uses the Allelu   
program as its curriculum. Allelu is a 
Christ-centered and age-appropriate 
curriculum for children ages 3 to     
Kindergarten. It is a unique and      

multi-sensory curriculum that features 
innovative activities, Bible stories,    
music, crafts, prayer, and more.  
    Activity sheets provide engaging and 
understandable prayers, activities, saint 
stories, and brief, teachable insights for 
the entire family.  Allelu Activity Sheets 
are designed like dinner-time placemats 
and meet busy parents and families at 
the perfect moment by reinforcing 
positive family rituals such as eating 
meals together and talking to each 
other. 
    Please consider bridging the gap 
between Baptism and first grade by 
enrolling in the Early Childhood      
Program. Let us help you “keep the 
faith growing” for your child!  



David & Linda Ellis 
Don, Karen, Craig & Rachel Brinkman 
Kate Denier 
Dale & Barbara White 
Bill, Karen, Davis & Kennedy Foltyn 
Meredith Wessels 
Matt Wulf 
Bernie, Jenny, Ben & Annie Durham 
Shelly Anderson, Mason & Beck Anderson Hyslop 

Gerardo Gonzalez, Maria Urista,  
    Santiago & Sebastian Gonzalez Urista 
Carlos, Ana, Sofia, & Benjamin Ramirez 
Jonathan & Erin Malik 
Henry, Tammy & Garrett Smith 
Dan, Kristi & Charlie Dalic 
Kyle, Jessica, Parker & Lillian Ballman 
Jack Nettis & Jessica Moore 
David, Carla, Fiona & Charlie Gerberry 
Luke & Lisa Ammann 
Mark, Tara, Elise, Gavin & Brynn Barry 

Welcome to the following  
new parishioners … 

Blessings to those  
who are leaving the parish … 

Jean Rhodes,  
sister of Earl Stratford 

 

Rita Hertenstein,  
mother of Thomas Hertenstein 

 

Richard Schiele,  
father of Erin Melink 

 

Margaret Murdock,  
mother of Melissa Anastasia 

 

Florence Schneider,  
wife of Leonard Schneider 

 

Agnes Brill,  
mother of Rusty Brill 

 

Donald Hartnett,  
father of Mary Pat Brennan 

Risko Ann Marie Miller,  
   daughter of Matthew & Vanessa Miller 
Carlie Rose Wilson,  
   daughter of Jonathan & Laura Wilson 
Leonardo Rahe Wilson,  
   son of Jonathan & Laura Wilson 
Quinn Marie Stucke,  
   daughter of Gregory & Kacie Stucke 
Daniel David Pennetti,  
   son of David Pennetti & Amy Pennetti 
Kara Anne Knudsen,  
   daughter of Fred & Amy Knudsen 
Leonardo Jacob Trujillo,  
   son of Rafael Trujillo & Angela Troester-Trujillo 
Evan Marion Abbott,  
   son of Todd & Julie Abbott 
Olivia Rose Abbott,  
   daughter of Todd & Julie Abbott 
Teerapat Elliott Davis,  
   son of James & Jirawan Davis 
August Robert Engelhardt,  
   son of Christopher & Kim Engelhardt 
Benjamin Joseph Holmes,  
   son of Andrew & Katherine Holmes 
Lilah Faye Kinnett,  
   daughter of Thomas & Kristina Kinnett 
Natalie Kathryn Koscielny,  
   daughter of Steven & Melanie Koscielny 
Dalton Alexander Phillips,  
   son of Richard & Marla Phillips 
Dakota Steven Phillips,  
   son of Richard & Marla Phillips 
Kaylen Mae Ernest,  
   daughter of David & Kathleen Ernest 
Isabella Tejada,  
   daughter of William Tejada & Paola Campo 

May God grant  
eternal rest to … 

Welcome to the newly baptized members … 

    Thinking about becoming more 
involved in the parish? There are 
many volunteer opportunities. 
    A new Hospitality Ministry is being 
organized to help with Donut Sunday 
events, taste of St. Susanna, parish   
grill-out, receptions for Confirmation, 
New Parishioner Lunches and more. 
Are you the warm and welcoming 
type? Then this ministry is for you. 
    The parish always welcomes those 
who have a call to serve as liturgical 

ministers … Mass Coordinators,      
Lectors, Servers, Ushers, Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion,        
Vocalists and Instrumentalists. And, 
volunteers are always needed to take 
Holy Communion to the sick, those 
homebound and to retirement centers 
or to lead Communion Services. Do 
any of these ministries seem like a “fit” 
to you? 
    Catechists and leaders are needed at 
every level of formation from age 3 to 

adult. There are a variety of programs 
at different times on different days of 
the week for different age groups. See 
page 9 of this issue for information 
about children’s programming. Youth 
meet Sunday evenings, Monday      
evenings and Tuesday afternoon. 
Adult formation occurs day and     
evenings nearly every day of the week. 
    Would you like to help? Call the 
Parish Office, 398-3821 and be      
directed to the person who needs you!  



Don’t miss these parish activities 
scheduled for February: 
 

Sunday Café  
February 2, 9, 16, 23  - 10:10 AM 

St. Susanna Room 
 

  Church History Series 
February 4, 11, 18, 25 - 7:00 PM 
February 5, 12, 19, 26 - 9:30 AM 

St. Susanna Room 
 

Grief Support - Loss of Spouse 
February 5 - 2:00 PM 

St. Catherine Room 
 

Conferences - K through Gr. 4 
February 6 - Edline Appointment 

Saint Susanna School 
 

Religious Liberty Presentation 
February 10 - 7:00 PM 

St. Susanna Room 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Phone:  

513.398.3821 
 

Fax:  

513.398.2254 
 

Email:  

stsusanna@stsusanna.org 
 

Online:  

www.stsusanna.org 
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Upcoming Events ... 

Communicate with God Series 
February 11, 18, 25 - 9:30 AM 

St. Catherine Room 
 

REAP Liturgy & Rites Series 
February 12, 13, 19, 20 - 6:30 PM 

St. Isidore Room 
 

Untold Blessings 
February 13, 20, 27 - 9:30 AM 

St. Isidore Room 
 

Saints and Grub 
February 15 - 6:00 PM 

St. Susanna Room 
 

VIRTUS Training 
February 26 - 6:30 PM 

St. Susanna Room 
 

High School Hunger Retreat 
February 15/16  

Meyer Center 

Mass with Anointing 
February 26 - 6:00 PM 

Church 
 

Grade 7  
Choral Concert 

February 27 - 7:00 PM 
Meyer Center 

 
 
 


