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MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME…

It’s been said that hospitality is a social art… an intricate dance.  Everyone 
involved must know the steps and feel the “rhythm” of the others.  You need to 
know when to move forward, how far to go; when to step back and to what 
extent. In many ways, the gospel today redefines the ancient protocol of hospitality.  
Whether he was an honest man or not, as the chief tax collector, Zacchaeus was 
not seen by the crowds as an acceptable 
person.  Jesus disregards what “everyone 
else is saying and doing “… he sees beyond 
the surface to the heart… and invites himself 
to Zacchaeus’ house.  A closer look shows 
the dance going like this: Jesus offers 
salvation; Zacchaeus offers hospitality; Jesus 
accepts hospitality and Zacchaeus accepts 
salvation.  God is always willing to reach 
out to sinners and bring them home. What 
about us?  If we are the church of God… the living Body of Christ… the Kingdom 
of God on earth… do we offer hospitality to all or only to those we like?  Do we 
accept people for who they are and walk with them as they become the people 
God needs them to be?  Do we judge everyone and everything by our standards 
and those of the world or by God’s standards?  We don’t know if Zacchaeus’ 
enthusiasm was long lasting.  But St. Paul is convinced that the openness or 
hospitality of God endures forever.  Are you convinced of that?  Do you make 
yourself at home with God and encourage others to do so as well? 

This week we celebrate the Feast of All Saints and All Souls. These feasts remind 
us we are connected with all who come before us and all who will come after us.  
Our ancestors in the faith inspired us and encouraged us… assuring us that they 
could live this faith.  We, then, have the responsibility of living in such a way that 
those who come after us are inspired and encouraged to be faithful and continue 
living the Catholic tradition.  Please join us on the feast of All Saints, a holy day of 
obligation.  Our Masses are 6:30am, 8:15am and 7:00pm.  On Wednesday, the 
Feast of All Souls, join us at 7pm in church for our Memorial Service, celebrating the 
lives of those who have gone before us in faith.

If you go to visit a cemetery on these days, here is a brief prayer service:

• Read the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 13-18 
• Pray various intentions you have followed by the Our Father
• Closing prayer: Almighty God and Father, by the mystery of the cross, you 

have made us strong; by the Sacrament of the Resurrection you have sealed us 
as your own. Look kindly upon our loved ones, now freed from the bonds of 
this world and count them among your saints in heaven.  We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  R. Amen.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. R. And let perpetual light shine upon 
them. 
May they rest in peace. R. Amen.  
May their souls and the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace. R. Amen.

616 Reading Road
Mason, Ohio 45040

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 
8:30am - 4:30pm

1st Sunday of the Month: 
8:15am - 12:30pm

Phone: 513-398-3821
Parish Office: ext. 3100
School Office: ext. 3108
After Hours Emergency: ext. 3200
Fax: 513-398-2254

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for all articles for 
the Sunday bulletin is Friday 
afternoon, (9) days before the 
article appears in the bulletin.  
Please send items, along with 
the dates they should run, to 
bulletin@stsusanna.org for 
submission.

OCTOBER 30, 2016
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

REFLECTING WITH THE PASTOR
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MASS INTENTIONS & WEEKEND PRESIDERS

Monday, October 31
6:00pm Barb Burnside

Tuesday, November 1
6:30am Mary Rader
8:15am Jerome Wiesenhahn
7:00pm Abel Rodriguez

Wednesday, November 2
8:15am Ken Murawski

Thursday, November 3
8:15am Frances Mastalerz

Friday, November 4
8:15am Jay Palicki

Saturday, November 5
8:15am Carol Ferman
5:00pm (Fr. Roush) Larry and Jean Boho

Sunday, November 6
7:30am (Fr. Farrell) Michelle Hodge
9:00am (Fr. Farrell)  
 Jimmie & Gerry Miller
11:15am (Fr. Roush) Deceased Members  
 of the Berold Family
6:00pm (Fr. Roush) Jane Brinkmann

Holy Days of Obligation
6:30am, 8:15am, 7:00pm

Reconciliation
Monday at 6:45pm
Saturday at 9:00am

Eucharistic Exposition
Monday, 6:45 - 9:00pm

First Friday
After 8:15am Mass Friday to beginning
of 8:15am Mass Saturday

Rosary/Devotions
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

Nursery Available
The nursery is available for 9:00 and 
11:15am Masses.  It is located in the 
undercroft.  Call ext. 3126 or email 
nursery@stsusanna.org for details.

Spanish Mass
A Mass in Spanish will be held at 
4:00pm on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of 
every month.  For details, contact 
Karla Eysoldt, ext. 3202 or 
keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org.

Misa en español es el segundo y cuarto 
domingo del mes a las 4:00pm.

Parish Membership
We joyfully welcome new members 
of our parish community.  Information 
packets are available at the desk in the 
Gathering Space.

Please register by calling the Parish 
Office (513-398-3821), online 
(www.stsusanna.org), or after Mass 
on the first Sunday of the month in the 
Parish Office.

PRAY FOR THOSE 
SERVING OVERSEAS! 

Mark Anzer
Alex Back
Brandon Florea
Joseph Patrick Fusco
Thomas Prieve
David Rodriguez
Justin Schuh
Christian Sorfnsen
Liz Vossler
James Wernke
Rachelle Wernke
Ryan Whitaker
Jim Wykoff
Michael Zeller

PRAYERS FOR
THOSE  IN NEED 

Maya Collins 
Ron Dearth
James Edmund
Dick Gardner
Marilyn Gomez
Scott Greisl
Dianne Kunkle
Ray Meibers
Michael Murphy
Michaela Nowakowski
Gabriel Orick
Alonso Ortiz
Diego Ortiz
Kathy Rohde
Ed Ryan
Doreen Schowalter
Marie Sueberling
Annette Uhrick
Mike Webber
Tara Williams
Jennifer Williamson

Prayer Requests
If you have people to be prayed for and 
would like to have them in the bulletin, 
please email bulletin@stsusanna.org and 
we will begin publishing them weekly.

Parish Library
The Library is located in the undercroft 
of the church.  Media can be checked 
out at any time.  Stop by the Parish 
Office for help.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children in grades K-2, September 
through May, 9:00 and 11:15am 
Masses. For details, contact Susan 
Gravely, ext. 3110 or 
gravelys@stsusanna.org.

IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF 

Anna Geiser
Mother of Tom Geiser
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Marriage Preparation
Please contact the Parish Office no later 
than six months prior to the  date of 
intended marriage.

Baptism Preparation
Please find more information on our 
website: www.stsusanna.org/baptism.

Upon your completion of the required 
forms found on the site, a member of the 
Parish Staff will contact you.

WORSHIP

Our Catholic Faith
Are you interested in learning more 
about our beautiful Catholic Faith and 
perhaps becoming Catholic? 

Are you an Adult Catholic seeking 
Confirmation?

Then please contact Susan Gravely,
ext. 3110 or gravelys@stsusanna.org.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:  THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER!

After the Preparation of the Gifts when all is ready, we stand up. In fact, we stand and gather around 
the table; only our numbers in this room keep us from coming into a circle. The one presiding stands 
at the table also and says four words to us that are not so much an invitation as an order: “Lift up your 
hearts.” Some remember the Latin where it was only two words: Sursum corda! “Hearts on high!” we 
might say. And we answer that we are ready for this: “We lift them up to the Lord.” Then the Presider 
gives the invitation to do that deed that is the very heart not of the liturgy only but of Christian life: “Let 
us give thanks to the Lord our God.” And we say: “It is right and just.” And so it is! Giving thanks. 
Giving praise. That’s the heart of things for us. Are we any good at it? Probably we are better at asking 
God, better at saying we’re sorry, better at almost anything than this. 

How do we think about those next few minutes? What do we think happens between this invitation 
and the Lord’s Prayer just moments later? Some would say: “A lot of words by the priest while we all 
kneel down and pray.” Others would say, “The priest consecrates the bread and wine.” But there is 
a problem with answers like these. It still seems to most of us that we become a very passive audience right at the moment when we are 
supposed to be most active. The prayer that the Presider speaks is the prayer of the church, our prayer. We show this when we sing those 
acclamations: “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts,” and “Christ has died, Christ is risen,” and the Great Amen that we sing at the end of 
this prayer. All of those are shouts of approval, commands to go ahead with this prayer. They are like bursts of single hearted song. 

Or are they? Sometimes they are not. Part of that may be our fault, part the Presider’s fault, part the fault of words that are not strong enough 
to bear the burden here, and part the fault of music that just doesn’t get the job done for us. All of those can be improved. Our failure to 
make these moments the high point of the liturgy shows that the liturgy is very human. It isn’t magic. From the Presider’s side, it takes great 
strength to lead the Eucharistic prayer well, speaking a long prayer to God in the name of this assembly. A person can’t do that without 
sensing that the assembly is attentive, wanting to give thanks and praise. 

TAIZÉ PRAYER 

Thursday, November 17th
6:30pm- 7:00pm

For our next Taizé, we’re inviting 
people to bring a framed 
photograph of their deceased 
loved one(s), no larger than 
8 ½ by 11.  These pictures 
can be brought the night of 
and  will be displayed on tables 
around our icon focal point.  The 
Women’s Association will also be 
sponsoring a reception following 
the service.

Music &   Reflection 
by Candlelight
3rd Thursday of the Month

Questions?  Email Guy Vanasse, vanasseg@stsusanna.org

All are welcome to
come and reflect
on the Holy Spirit

through song, scripture, 
silence and prayer.

6:30pm-7:00pm
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONADULT FAITH FORMATION

This fall from September 28 through November 6, believers 
throughout our area are joining together for fervent prayer, 
fasting and peaceful vigil in repentance for the destruction of 
innocent lives right here in our midst.

Step out in faith and join our own Fr. Eric Roush and other St. 
Susanna church members praying at the Sharonville clinic (11250 
Lebanon Rd., Sharonville, Ohio 45241) on Saturday, November 
5th at 9:15am.

40 Days for Life is an ecumenical campaign that takes a 
determined, peaceful approach to showing local communities the 
consequences of abortion in their own neighborhoods, for their 
own friends and families. It puts into action a desire to cooperate 
with God in the carrying out of His plan for the end of abortion. 
It draws attention to the evil of abortion through the use of a three-
point program:
• Prayer and fasting
• Constant vigil
• Community outreach

The 40-day campaign tracks Biblical history, where God used 
40-day periods to transform individuals, communities… and the 
entire world. From Noah in the flood to Moses on the mountain 
to the disciples after Christ’s resurrection, it is clear that God sees 
the transformative value of His people accepting and meeting a 
40-day challenge.

Questions:  
Susan Hack (Respect Life Coordinator),
513-398-3821 ext. 3169

After the 9:00am/before the 11:15am 
Masses in the St. Susanna Room in the 
Undercroft.   All are welcome! No cost and 
no reservations needed.

October 30th - December 18th: 
Priest, Prophet & King
(by Bishop Barron) Discover Jesus as the Anointed One – the 
ultimate priest, prophet, and king foreshadowed throughout the 
Hebrew Scriptures. Using biblical insights and engaging stories, 
Bishop Barron affirms that we see Jesus most clearly through the 
lens of the Old Testament

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTER TRAINING 

Come and be trained for the 
beautiful ministry of Extraordinary 
Ministry of Holy Communion!  
Anyone who is interested in 

ministering in our Masses, helping take Communion to many area 
nursing homes, to those in Westchester hospital and homebound 
parishioners is invited. Teresa & Tim Geiger will lead the training. 

The next training session is Saturday, November 19th, at 9:00am 
(following  the 8:15am Mass) in the Church. Register for this or 
future training sessions online:
www.stsusanna.org/eucharisticministers.

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING

Do you think of yourself as a kind and helpful 
person?  Do you want to be more actively 
involved in the Sunday liturgy?  Are you at 
least in the 5th grade either in St. Susanna 
grade school or area public schools?  Do you 

love Jesus, love the Mass, and want to give your time and talents 
in the service of God and His Church.

If so, we need you!  You are invited to become an altar server.  
We need you to help at weekend Masses, funerals, weddings and 
other special Masses through the year.

The next training session is Wednesday, November 9th, at 
6:30pm.  Register for this or future training sessions online: 
www.stsusanna.org/altarservers.

LECTOR TRAINING

Lectors proclaim the Word of God clearly 
and understandably so that all who hear may 
respond.  We are looking for any who are 
interested in donating time & talent by serving 
as a Lector.

The next training session is Saturday, November 12th, at 9:30am.  
Register for this or future training sessions online: 
www.stsusanna.org/lectors.

Come see a movie and break bread with 
fellow parishioners! This event is for adults and 
families. Pizza will be served!

Register online at:
www.stsusanna.org/saintsandgrub.

Mother Teresa 
Saturday, November 12th at 6:30pm
in the St. Susanna Room 

In a powerful portrayal, Golden Globe winner 
Olivia Hussey illuminates the life story of Mother 
Teresa, the selfless missionary who brought 
hope, love and salvation to the poorest of the 
poor. A shrewd diplomat and an indomitable 
force, Mother Teresa is unwilling to accept 
what others deem impossible, fearlessly fighting 

for the unloved and the forgotten. Her good works transcend 
hardships and ultimately earn her international acclaim, including 
the Nobel Peace prize. The small miracles and humble triumphs 
of Mother Teresa will inspire you in this poignant tale of a 
modern-day saint.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONDISCIPLES IN ACTION

The Giving Tree Committee has been planning 
and organizing for this year’s Giving Tree 
Ministry.  The Kickoff weekend for selecting 
ornaments will be November 19th/20th.   The 
gifts that are collected will be distributed to 
the Schuh Center, St. George Food Pantry 
in Clifton and St. Vincent de Paul St. Joseph 
Conference in Adams County.  

• Flyer Handout  (November 5th & 6th)
• Ornament Assembly Coordinators  

(November 13th)
• Tree Setup  (November 19th after morning Mass)
• Gift Collection (December 3rd & 4th after all Masses)
• Delivery  (December 5th in the morning)

To volunteer for any of the above opportunities, please visit: 
www.stsusanna.org/givingtree.  

We also need volunteers for Ornament Assembly (November 13th 
after 11:15am Mass) – no online registration is required.
If you have questions, please contact Mary Jo Burns at 
burnsmj@stsusanna.org or 398-3821 ext. 3120.

SCHUH CENTER NEEDS

Food Donations!   For those 
who are struggling financially, 
purchasing food needed can be 
very stressful.  Many depend 
upon pantries for food items to get 
through.  

Immediate needs at the Schuh Center are: 
• Canned Chili
• Canned Beef Stew
• Stove Top Stuffing
• Boxed Instant Mashed Potatoes
• Refried Beans
• Microwave Popcorn
• Toothbrushes

The Secret Life of Bees (by Sue Monk Kidd)

Wednesday, November 16th at 10:00am in the St. Catherine Room 
***PLEASE NOTE THE DATE CHANGE FROM NOVEMBER 9th!***
Questions? E-mail Susan Hack at hacks@stsusanna.org.

The Secret Life of Bees was a New York Times best seller for more than two and a half 
years, a Good Morning America “Read This” Book Club pick and was made into an 
award-winning film starring Dakota Fanning, Queen Latifah, Jennifer Hudson, and 
Alicia Keys. A coming of age tale set in South Carolina in 1964, The Secret Life of 
Bees will appeal to fans of Kathryn Stockett’s The Help and Beth Hoffman’s Saving 
CeeCee Honeycutt, and tells the story of Lily Owens, whose life has been shaped 
around the blurred memory of the afternoon her mother was killed.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST IS A SUCCESS - TURKEY DINNER MINISTRY NOW NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!

A sincere “THANK YOU” to the entire parish community for all the support given to the Pancake Breakfast.  It was a 
great success with much fellowship enjoyed by all.  The proceeds from the Breakfast give a great start to the funding of 
the Thanksgiving Meal Outreach with energy and finances.

Our parish community is blessed in so many ways, and we now turn our attention to sharing our blessings with 
the Thanksgiving Meal Outreach.  Please join us in providing Thanksgiving meals to those less fortunate.  Your 
contributions of time, talent and treasure are needed to provide fried-turkey dinners to families in need.  The number of 
meals is directly tied to the generosity of each of us with each meal costing about $40.  

“Turkeys” are on display in the gathering space for you to “pluck a feather” to provide financial support and supplies 
for the dinners.  In addition to the Thanksgiving Meal, a Kid-Friendly Food Bag will be given to the families for the children to enjoy during 
the Thanksgiving Weekend.  Items for these bags are listed on the feathers.  Without your generosity through these feathers, these bags 
would each cost $30 to provide.  If you would like to participate in the actual preparation of the meals or to acquire more information, 
please contact Karen and Ricky Mathews, rkanj2005@yahoo.com or 755-7645.

Your gifts will be used for purchasing items for the Thanksgiving Meals.  If we have any money in excess of what is needed for these meals, 
those funds will be used to meet the needs of the poor and vulnerable in our area and the surrounding area during the rest of the Holiday 
Season.  Thank you in advance for your support.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONDISCIPLES IN ACTION

PEACE AND JUSTICE MINISTRY

MONTH THEME ACTIVITY

• Ten Thousand Village Sale     

(November 12th/13th)
• Operation Christmas Child             

(ends November 14th)
• Giving Tree Begins                

(November 19th/20th)
• Thanksgiving Dinners             

(November 22nd/23rd)

Developing 
the Common 
Good for ALL 

Humanity
November

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD IS IN FULL SWING!
 
How can you participate in this 
WONDERFUL ministry?  By the simple 
act of packing a shoebox, you can 
bring the love of Christ to a child. 

• Choose your shoebox – a preprinted one, one you have in 
your home, or a re-sealable plastic container.  

• Choose the age range and gender of the child you wish to 
help.  Affix the boy/girl label to the box.  

• Fill with gifts: fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies.
• Pray for the child who will receive your gift.  
• Include a $7 donation for shipping costs.  Preferred method 

of payment is online: www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-
christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box. If you donate online, you 
can print a special “Follow Your Box” label and discover the 
destination of your shoebox gift.  

• Drop off the shoebox in the Gathering Space or hallway by 
Parish Office by November 14th.  

Preprinted boxes and Instructions can be found by display 
boards in the Narthex and Undercroft of the church.   If you have 
questions, please contact Mary Jo Burns at ext. 3120 or
burnsmj@stsusanna.org.

Saturday, 
November 19th from 
10:00-11:30am
in the 
School Cafeteria

A suggested donation of $5.00 per family would help cover costs 
for this event.  Please give to staff members the morning of the 
event. 

Register by Monday, November 14th, so that we have enough 
doughnuts and craft supplies for everyone!  Please register 
through the website: www.stsusanna.org/doughnuts-with-dad.

Questions? Contact Joette Ewing, Preschool Director, ext.3131 or 
ewingj@st.susanna.org, or Jill Berning, Early Childhood Program 
Coordinator, ext. 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org.

YOUNG AT HEART 
LUNCHEON

The Young at Heart will be celebrating 
their Thanksgiving together at the 
Barrington of West Chester.  

We will gather for a wonderful meal and fellowship at the 
Barrington around 11:45am and be seated at 12noon.  The cost 
for lunch will be $15.00 per person.

Deadline for reservations is Friday, November 11th.  Please call 
the Parish Office at 513-398-3821 with your reservation or 
your payment can be placed in the church collection basket on 
Sunday.  Write your check to St. Susanna Church.  Please mark 
your payment envelope and check for the YAH on the memo line.  
We will not have our food collection for the Schuh Center this 
month.  

If you have any questions, please call Mary Cox at 
513-917-7899.

CALLING ALL EVERYDAY 
COOKS - WE NEED YOU!
Please sign up to join the Priest Meal 
Ministry

Once a month, the members of our group 
plate up TWO EXTRA plates of whatever 
we are cooking for our families that 
night and bring it to the parish office for Fr. Bob and Fr. Eric.  Our 
wonderful priests enjoy having a home-cooked meal two nights a 
week - thanks to the generosity of the members of our ministry.

If you are able to help out once a month, please contact Maureen 
Sorce at sorcepm@gmail.com or call (513) 398-5538. 

LAST CALL FOR BLANKETS & PUMPKINS 

During the month of October, the Schuh Center is accepting 
donations of blankets and pumpkins.

Donations can be dropped off at the Peace and Justice Kiosk in 
the Gathering Space or at the Schuh Center during operation 
hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00am to 
11:00am. 
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SCHOOL NEWS

•  The 20th Annual Harvest for the Hungry (sponsored by Saint Susanna 
School and the CFP students) will begin on Sunday (October 30th) and 
run through Tuesday (November 22nd).  Students of the parish will be 
collecting food and other nonperishable items for the needy.  Our goal this 
year is to collect 100 boxes of food and other items.  

• On Tuesday, the School Community will attend the 8:15 Mass (All Saints’ Day) together.
• Our 3rd graders will be traveling on a field trip on Thursday, pray for their safety.
• Do you have some Holiday shopping to do?  If so, come to Saint Susanna School’s 

Barnes and Noble Book Fair event at the Fields Ertel location (in Waterstone Plaza).  
Our school will receive up to 20% of total purchase amounts when accompanied with a 
Saint Susanna School voucher.  Vouchers will be sent home via the students, and will be 
available at the store.  Join us on Saturday, December 3rd, anytime between 10:00am 
and 9:00pm.

• We have limited enrollment openings in a few of our grade levels.  If you are interested 
in attending Saint Susanna School this school year, please call extension 3108.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION

CFP 
Grades 1-8 (2016-2017)
Faith formation for elementary students 
will be Summer Sessions and Sundays 
from 10:15 to 11:45 AM and  Mondays 
6:30 to 7:45 PM. For more information, 
contact Susan Gravely, ext 3110 or 
gravelys@stsusanna.org or Traci Raley, 
ext. 3111 or raleyt@stsusanna.org.

Early Childhood 2016-2017
Faith formation for 3, 4, preK 5-year-
olds and kindergartners meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM. For more 
information, contact  Jill Berning, 
ext 3400 or berningj@stsusanna.org.

Preschool
Weekday Preschool is available for ages 
2-5 in the undercroft of church. For more 
information, contact Joette Ewing, ext. 
3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

Saint Susanna School
The parish school provides a Catholic 
education for Grades K-8. 
For more information, contact the
School Office, ext 3108 or
cappellap@stsusanna.org.

Faith Alive
Grades 6-8 (2016-2017)
Sundays 4:00pm to 5:45pm
in the St. John Bosco Youth Room. 
For more information, contact 
Youth Minister Randi Hom, ext 3195 or 
homr@stsusanna.org.

LIFE
Grades 9-12 (2016-2017)
Sundays at 7:00pm in the St. 
John Bosco Youth Room. For more 
information, contact Judie Kuhlman at 
kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org.

BOOSTERS NEWS

Seeking candidates for Girls Basketball Coordinator and Boosters Fundraiser 
Coordinator. Please contact Mark Cravens (mcravens@apctowers.com / (859) 916-6161).

For more information, contact Randi Hom, homr@stsusanna.org. 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR GRADES 6-8

October 29th-30th    
Fall Retreat at Camp Kern
Register online at www.stsusanna.org/faithalive.

November 5th       
CHOSEN Youth Rally at Roger Bacon High School
Register online at www.stsusanna.org/faithalive.

For more information, contact Judie Kuhlman, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org. 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR GRADES 9-12

October 30th
Community/Pastoral: LIFE is a Trick or Treat Party! 
Come dressed up!

November 6th
LIFE Mass - Movie

November 11th-13th 
Fall Retreat at Glen Helen
The theme is “It’s LIVE.”  Participants will explore how to be their 
true self and be “LIVE” to others.  Step out of the everyday and 
come experience the vibrant colors of fall in Yellow Springs, Ohio 
and the vibrant camaraderie of the LIFE community.  
Registration is available at: www.stsusanna.org/LIFE.

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

Those volunteering with children must fulfill the following requirements:
• must attend a Protecting God’s Children seminar provided by VIRTUS
• have a cleared background check of no more than five years old
• must read monthly training bulletins online

The next open seminar at St. Susanna Parish is Wednesday, October 19, 2016, at 6:30pm. 
You must register online to attend - visit www.virtus.org to register!

If you have not yet attended a seminar, please contact the parish office before you visit 
www.virtus.org in order to register. We will provide you with a FASTRAX code that will 
cover the fee for you to complete the process for the background check.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION

THIS WEEK, FROM THE 
ST. SUSANNA VINCENTIANS...

In the Gospel today, Zacchaeus accepts our Lord joyfully; and 
the sign of his acceptance is his open house and his resolution to 
give half of his goods to the poor.  Through your gifts, our parish 
Society of  St. Vincent de Paul is able to bring God’s love and 
mercy to area families,  providing food,  money for utility and rent 
bills, etc.  Thank You for your generous donations to this ministry!

STEWARDSHIP

Each one of you has received a special grace, go like good 
stewards responsible for all those different graces of God, put 
yourselves at the service of others. 1 Peter 4:10    
      
Stewardship is the response of each person’s call to 
discipleship, a lifelong way of life in which one responds to the 
mission and ministry of the local and universal Church, sharing 
the Gospel of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
• It’s about gratitude     
• It’s about love     
• It’s about conversion     
• It’s about You     

It’s about turning gratitude, love and conversion into action 
through time, talent and treasure - along with Prayer because we 
are so grateful to God for all we have been given to share with 
those in need.
      
At the end of June, 2016 we had 4,342 registered families 
in the parish.  Our contribution records indicate that a total of 
2,099 families did not make any donation to the parish this 
past year.  So, only 52% of our parish families are financially 
contributing to the Parish.  675 of our families contributed less 
than $5 each week.  Just over 27% of families contributed 
between $5 and $40 each week.     
      
We currently have 507 families who are making their financial 
contributions to St. Susanna electronically. For those families 
who would like more information on this convenient and safe 
method of online giving, please call the Parish Office and we’ll 

be happy to help you.  Also, a small number of families choose 
to make contributions through stock or Foundation gifts.   You 
can sometimes double your charitable contributions through 
Matching Gifts.  These forms of giving can provide maximum 
tax benefits for you and serve as a tremendous support for our 
Parish.  
     
All of our St. Susanna Parish and School Ministries are 
funded by the generosity of our Parish Families. Our Adult 
Faith Formation Programs are welcoming many parishioners 
in our classes and workshops. We have approximately 150 
participating in the first Christ Life Series, called Discovering 
Christ. 
      
We are serving well over 1,000 children in our Children’s Faith 
Formation Program and in addition, we have 66 kids in our 
Early Childhood Program and another 60 students enrolled in 
our PreSchool.   We are excited about the growth in our Youth 
Ministry Programs.
    
We served 265 children in this summer’s Vacation Bible School 
and we have 705 students enrolled in our Saint Susanna Blue 
Ribbon Parish School.  We are blessed with incredible staff and 
faculty members and we  could not begin to serve all of the 
children in our various programs without the hands-on support 
and devoted dedication of hundreds of parents and family 
members’ volunteer efforts.      
      
Thank you all for your support.  May our Generous and All 
Loving God continue to bless you!

STEWARDSHIP - THE ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE

FIFTH SUNDAY COLLECTION IS THIS WEEK

This weekend marks the “Fifth Sunday” and the opportunity to 
participate in a second collection which will directly benefit 
our Parish Outreach/Peace and Justice Ministries.  10% of the 
proceeds from each “Fifth Sunday” collection benefits our Peace 
and Justice Ministries which include financial support for our Food 
Pantry and other Parish Outreach endeavors.  The remainder 
of this special collection benefits those who seek the help of the 
parish St. Vincent de Paul Conference during times of great need. 
 
Please consider a generous gift in this second special collection 
or you may give through our Online Giving portal on the Parish 
website.  Please be sure to designate “Outreach Ministries” with 
your gift.  Thank you for your help in “reaching out” to those in 
need. 

ALTAR FLOWER 
DEDICATION

You can dedicate the placing of flowers 
at the altar in memory of a loved one 
or to honor a special occasion.  The 
amount is $50 to defray the cost of 
the flowers.  To reserve a date, please 
contact the Parish Office, 398-3821
 ext. 3100.

THANK YOU

Thank you for your generous donation of $8,585.84 to the 
Circus and Traveling Show Ministry through the Archdiocesan 
Missionary Cooperation Plan.  We encourage you to pray for all 
missionaries and the people they serve.
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STEWARDSHIP

ST. SUSANNA PARISH AND SCHOOL FINANCIAL RESULTS FROM FISCAL 
YEAR 2016 COMPARED TO 2015 AND BUDGETED FY 2017

Stewardship of Treasure

Parish Share from One Faith, 
One Hope, One Love Campaign

School Tuition

State Funding, Financial Aid to School

School Lunch and Milk Receipts

St. Susanna Festival Revenue

Children’s Faith Formation Fees

Pre-School Tuition/Fees

Interest Income

Outreach and Other Ministry Fees and Donations

TOTAL REVENUE 
AND FUNDING SOURCES

Salaries and Wages

Employee Benefits

Repairs, Maintenance - Properly, Equipment

Interest Expense/Service Charges

Office Equipment/Supplies/Computers

Utilities

Liturgy, Outreach, and Other Parish Ministries

Cafeteria - Food & Other (not including salaries/benefits)

Assessment/General Liability Insurance

Miscellaneous Costs

TOTAL OPERATION/FACILITY COSTS

Principal Payments on our Church, Land Loan

NET FY AVAILABLE TO INVEST IN OUR 
MINISTRY, CAPITAL NEEDS AND 

ADDITIONAL DEBT PAYMENTS

$2,502,926

$103,743

$2,694,747

$311,348

$232,151

$96,000

$101,347

$95,465

$93,148

$38,880

$6,269,756

$2,704,169

$859,112

$451,609

$189,407

$206,499

$226,225

$199,374

$156,773

$322,853

$62,010

$5,378,031

$417,302

$474,423

$2,646,168

$2,560,051

$292,202

$225,561

$111,000

$114,456

$90,825

$75,421

$54,146

$6,169,829

$2,663,642

$836,426

$374,076

$199,592

$198,059

$241,897

$232,280

$135,794

$307,047

$69,422

$5,528,238

$378,918

$532,674

$2,511,000

$85,000

$2,800,000

$323,000

$237,100

$100,000

$99,500

$111,105

$88,000

$38,400

$6,393,105

$2,911,321

$939,220

$630,750

$180,800

$292,170

$231,700

$222,280

$166,900

$335,000

$75,450

$5,985,591

$400,000

$7,514

FY 2016
ACTUAL

FY 2015
ACTUAL

NEW 
FISCAL  
YEAR 2017
BUDGET
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONSTEWARDSHIP

STEWARDSHIP FUNDING

• Funding was 5.4% less this year compared to 
prior fiscal year

• 4,342 families are registered with St. Susanna – 
increase of 89 families since last FY

• We estimate revenue for new fiscal year 2017 to 
be at approximately the same level as last FY

PLEDGES FOR ONE FAITH, ONE HOPE, 
ONE LOVE CAMPAIGN

• Received $103,743 towards campaign from 
Parish Families last fiscal year

• Total pledged to campaign is nearly $2.2 Million 
• 20% of the pledges are returned back to St. 

Susanna and used to pay down our church and 
land debt

• The $103,743 was paid to the bank as 
additional principal payments during the end of 
last fiscal year

BANK LOAN BALANCE

• Fiscal Year 2016 started with a bank loan 
balance of $4,352,000

• At 2016 fiscal year-end our principal balance 
was $3,935,000

SALARIES AND WAGES

• Our Parish Office was understaffed during much 
of the 2016 fiscal year

• Added two new Pastoral staff members & a part-
time Youth Minister

• Fiscal year 2017 includes a 2.5% cost of living 
increase for faculty and staff

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS

Projects for Church and School

• Fiscal Year 2016 school roofing costs came in 
under budget at $47,500

• Also in Fiscal Year 2016 we allocated $18,000 
to install LED lights in the church parking lot – this 
results in an approximate $4,000 savings in 
energy and maintenance each year

• FY 2017 spent $80,000 for school parking lot 
and playground resurfacing. Due to the hard 
work of the Fish Fry coordinators, volunteers, and 
parish families we applied $14,611 of the Fish 
Fry proceeds to this project 

• FY 2017 replace school HVAC equipment due to 
the units being near or beyond useful life

• FY 2017 began replacing the lighting in the 
school and church with LED Technology

• We’ll receive a substantial rebate from Duke 
Energy and the net installation will cost $72,000

• The estimated savings over the next 15 years will 
be $450,000

Our only unanticipated major capital purchase this 
past year was a new phone system for the Parish and 
School. 

Due to all of the capital improvements we are 
planning for FY 2017, we anticipate having a 
near “break-even” financial position for the year’s 
operations.

We work diligently to control our operating costs 
and these efforts will only intensify in the future as 
we are ever mindful of our awesome responsibility 
and privilege to dedicate your generous contributions 
towards meeting the current and future needs of all 
St. Susanna Parish and School families. St. Susanna 
is indeed, blessed to have so many people who give 
tirelessly of their time, talent and treasure to help us 
spread our Stewardship dollars wisely and effectively.

COMMENTS ON FY 2016 OPERATING RESULTS & FY 2017 PLANS:
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I’m the shortest one in nearly every picture 
in which I appear. It’s not that I’m that short 
(about three inches below average), but I 

am surrounded by taller people. Consequently, 
Zacchaeus has always been a particular favorite of 
mine. I certainly would have tried to get higher 
to see Jesus, too. Maybe Zacchaeus and I would 
have shared a branch. But Zacchaeus inspires me 
for another reason. When Jesus, whom Zacchaeus 
knew only by reputation, called to him, his 
response was immediate. He came down to stand 
in front of Jesus. In their society, tax collectors 
were considered traitors and ostracized by all. In 
the process of working for the Romans, Zacchaeus 
strengthened Caesar’s influence and likely charged 
more than he should have to support a wealthy 
lifestyle when most Jews lived in poverty. 

Seeing Zacchaeus in the tree, Jesus seized the 
opportunity to bring conversion to a sinner. 
Instead of judgment or bitterness from a stranger, 
Jesus offered him words of welcome. Zacchaeus 
heard the invitation (literal and spiritual) in Jesus’ 
statement—“I must stay at your house”—and 
“received him with joy.” 

When Jesus enters our house, we find the strength 
to turn from sin. The effect of Jesus’ presence on 
Zacchaeus was immediate. As they stood together, 
he turned from his sin and promised to care for 
the poor and make restitution for anything he 
stole. Let us hurry to receive Jesus into our hearts 
and turn away from our sin as well.

Mary Katharine Deeley
sundaybulletin@liguori.org

October 30, 2016  ✦  Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Wis 11:22—12:2  ✦  2 Thes 1:11—2:2  ✦  Lk 19:1–10 

A Word From Pope Francis
“One who leads a double life is corrupt, whereas one  
who sins would like not to sin…and asks to be forgiven. 
The Lord loves such a person, he accompanies him,  
he remains with him.”

— Morning Meditation, “Sinners yes, corrupt no,” November 11, 2013

Ordinary Time
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PARISH STAFF

Contact: 398-3821 
Parish Office, ext 3100
School Office, ext 3108

Fr. Robert Farrell (Pastor) ext 3101, farrellr@stsusanna.org

Fr. Eric Roush (Parochial Vicar) ext 3106, roushe@stsusanna.org

Lou Wong (Deacon) ext 3137, wongl@stsusanna.org

FORMATION

Jill Berning (Early Childhood) ext 3400, berningj@stsusanna.org

Kristen Tell (Sacraments - 2nd & 8th Grades) ext 3135, tellk@stsusanna.org

Susan Gravely (DRE: RCIA & CFP) ext 3110, gravelys@stsusanna.org

Susan Hack (DRE School/Adult Formation) ext 3169, hacks@stsusanna.org

Michele Carle-Bosch (Adult Formation) ext 3149, carleboschm@stsusanna.org

YOUTH MINISTRY

Randi Hom (Junior High Youth) ext 3195, homr@stsusanna.org

Judie Kuhlman (High School Youth) ext 3195, kuhlmanj@stsusanna.org

PEACE & JUSTICE

Mary Jo Burns (Peace & Justice) ext 3120, burnsmj@stsusanna.org

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Karla Eysoldt (Hispanic Ministry) ext 3202, keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org

Joette Ewing (Preschool) ext 3131, ewingj@stsusanna.org

Megan Sheeran (Business Manager) ext 3121, msheeran@stsusanna.org

Kevan Hartman (Principal) ext 3109, hartmank@stsusanna.org

Teresa Johns (Communications Director) ext 3104, johnst@stsusanna.org

Doug Popp (Facilities) ext 3154, poppd@stsusanna.org

Guy Vanasse (Music & Liturgy) ext 3105, vanasseg@stsusanna.org

ORGANIZATION

Boosters

Caregiver Support Group

Festival

Finance Commission

Fish Fry

Health & Wellness

Knights of Columbus

Men’s Prayer Group

Moms Group

Natural Family Planning

Prayer Network

PTO

Risen Life

School Commission

Schuh Center

St. Vincent de Paul

Women’s Association

Young at Heart

CONTACT

Mark Cravens, 770-4278

Sharon Kipfer, 509-3278

Parish Office, 398-3821

Megan Sheeran, 398-3821

Scott Kososki, 461-9098

Laura Barbetta, 847-1849

David Meyer, 262-0287

Bill Bross, 518-9594

Katie Fortener, (248) 515-8895

Tom & Colleen O’Rourke, 398-3116

Kathy Mussman, 777-5981

Libby Groskopf, 398-9735

Roberta Brunck, 777-1476

Laura Mueller, 315-7370

Teresa Bolte, 779-8965

John Bennett, 675-3620

Jean Robbins, 236-5436

Dottie Linton, 754-0114

10/16
10/17
10/18
10/19
10/20
10/21
10/22

$100
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40

Dan Scarborough
Ray Witte
Kathy Oliver
Benker Family
Matt Spidare
Jerry & Cherri Mitchell
Andy Lair

PTO 365 DAY RAFFLE WINNERS


