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616 Reading Road
Mason, Ohio 45040

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 
8:30am - 4:30pm

Phone: 513-398-3821
Parish Office: ext. 3100
School Office: ext. 3108
After Hours Emergency: ext. 3200
Fax: 513-398-2254

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for all articles for 
the Sunday bulletin is Friday 
afternoon, (9) days before the 
article appears in the bulletin.  
Please send items, along with 
the dates they should run, to 
bulletin@stsusanna.org for 
submission.

REFLECTING WITH THE PAROCHIAL VICAR

JULY 1, 2018
THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

FREEDOM FROM FEAR

Approaching Independence Day, it’s the thick of summer reading season.  For some, 
that may be leisurely page-turning on the beach or by the pool.  For others, it’s slogging 
through assignments for school as we realize summer is half over!  I remember one 
summer having to get through The Death of Ivan Ilyich by Leo Tolstoy.  Since then, 
Russian literature and I have never become close.  And yet, there’s something about 
that story that struck me.  It was the first time I really thought about whether or not death 
had any meaning.

Led from literary pondering to supernatural hope, our 
first reading this weekend from the Book of Wisdom 
promises, “God did not make death, nor does he rejoice 
in the destruction of the living….For God formed man to 
be imperishable; the image of his own nature he made 
him.  But by the envy of the devil, death entered the 
world, and they who belong to his company experience 
it” (Wisdom 1:13, 2:23-24).

The Catechism further elucidates, “The Church’s Magisterium, as authentic interpreter 
of the affirmations of Scripture and Tradition, teaches that death entered the world on 
account of man’s sin (cf. Gen 2:17; 3:3; 3:19; Wis 1:13; Rom 5:12; 6:23).  Even 
though man’s nature is mortal God had destined him not to die. Death was therefore 
contrary to the plans of God the Creator and entered the world as a consequence of 
sin (cf. Wis 2:23-24).  ‘Bodily death, from which man would have been immune had 
he not sinned’ is thus ‘the last enemy’ of man left to be conquered (cf. 1 Cor 15:26)” 
(CCC 1008).

Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God in the flesh, vanquished this last enemy through his 
victory on the Cross, when he freely laid down his life as a ransom for many and made 
the offering of perfect praise in humble obedience to the glory of God the Father (cf. Mt 
20:28; Mk 10:45; 1 Tim 2:6).

So, “Because of Christ, Christian death has a positive meaning: ‘For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain’ (Phil 1:21). ‘The saying is sure: if we have died with him, 
we will also live with him’ (2 Tim 2:11). What is essentially new about Christian death 
is this: through Baptism, the Christian has already ‘died with Christ’ sacramentally, in 
order to live a new life; and if we die in Christ’s grace, physical death completes this 
‘dying with Christ’ and so completes our incorporation into him in his redeeming act” 
(CCC 1010).

The Second Vatican Council summarizes the hopeful consequences of our faith in the 
Risen Jesus:  “Christ won this victory when He rose to life, for by His death He freed 
man from death. Hence to every thoughtful man a solidly established faith provides 
the answer to his anxiety about what the future holds for him. At the same time faith 
gives him the power to be united in Christ with his loved ones who have already been 
snatched away by death; faith arouses the hope that they have found true life with 
God” (Gaudium et Spes 18.2).

Death no longer has power over those who believe in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.  Let us live this freedom of our Christian faith to the full.

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE 
CLOSED WEDNESDAY, JULY 
4TH. THE NORMAL SCHEDULE 
OF HOURS OF 8:30AM 
TO 4:30PM WILL RESUME 
THURSDAY, JULY 5TH.



3

MASS INTENTIONS & WEEKEND PRESIDERS

Monday, July 2
6:00pm Mike Weil (Special Intention)

Tuesday, July 3
8:15am Bill Waldeck

Wednesday, July 4
8:15am Mark Poteé

Thursday, July 5
8:15am Intention of the Parishioners
 
Friday, July 6
8:15am Intention of the Parishioners

Saturday, July 7
8:15am Intention of the Parishioners
5:00pm (Fr. Farrell) Ernest Arhar

Sunday, July 8
7:30am (Fr. Farrell)    Betty Giuliano
9:00am  (Fr. Farrell)    John Witherspoon
11:15am  (Fr. Roush)    Ann Okoniewski
4:00pm  (Spanish Mass)  Lolita Covas
6:00pm  (Fr. Roush)    Kathleen Hong

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday at 5:00pm
Sunday at 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:15am, 6:00pm

Spanish Mass: 4:00pm the 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month  

DAILY MASS TIMES
Monday at 6:00pm
Tuesday through Saturday at 8:15am

HOLY DAY MASSES
Holy Day Eve: 7:00pm
Day of Obligation: 8:15am & 7:00pm

RECONCILIATION
Monday at 6:45pm and Saturday at 9:00am

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION
Monday, 6:45 - 9:00pm

FIRST FRIDAY
After 8:15am Mass Friday to beginning
of 8:15am Mass Saturday

ROSARY/DEVOTIONS
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

Nursery Available
The nursery is available for 9:00 and 
11:15am Masses.  It is located in the 
Undercroft.  Call ext. 3126 or email 
nursery@stsusanna.org for details.

Spanish Mass
A Mass in Spanish will be held at 
4:00pm on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of 
every month.  For details, contact 
Karla Eysoldt, (513) 448-8994 or 
keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org.

Misa en español es el segundo y cuarto 
domingo del mes a las 4:00pm.

Parish Membership
We joyfully welcome new members of 
our parish community.  Please register 
by calling the Parish Office (513-398-
3821), or online (www.stsusanna.org).

PRAY FOR 
THOSE SERVING 
OVERSEAS! 
Alex Back
Jake Denman
Craig Doty
Joseph Patrick Fusco
Justin Schuh
Christian Sorfnsen
James Wernke
Rachelle Wernke
Brandon Wesley
Jim Wykoff
Michael Zeller

PRAYERS FOR
THOSE  IN NEED 
Erlinda Amoroso- Lingan
Judy Babich
Cyndy Brady
Jack Brady
Donna Brown
BettyLu Bryan
Jeffery Burbridge
Erica Burger
Pam Burger
Deborah Burkardt
Dolores DiAngelo
Tony Dierkers
Ashley Douglas
Lucy D’Souza
John Feldman
Joann Fath
Peggy Gospodarek
Scott Greisl
Norma Grone
Frank Lahrman
Stephen Lutes
David Magella
Susan Marsh
Lucas McCrea
Ines Morita
Jeanne Mullett
Sarah Nadolny
Philip Nwankpa
Chidinma Nwankpa
Jeanie Pence
Michael Pottner
Barbie Quinto
Joel Rivera
Doreen Schowalter
Wayne Schowalter
Marie Seuberling
Millie Smeltzer
Richard Smith
Rodney Smith
Connie Sparkowski
Paul St. Clair
Kelly Stevens
Julia Theil
Beverly Ward
Jenny Weibel
Monte Wheeler
Robert Wiggins
Ken Wood

Prayer Requests
If you have people to be prayed for and 
would like to have them in the bulletin, 
please email bulletin@stsusanna.org and 
we will begin publishing them weekly.

Parish Library
Media can be checked out at any time.  
Stop by the Parish Office for help.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children in grades K-2, September 
through May, 9:00 and 11:15am 
Masses. For details, contact Kristen Tell, 
ext. 3135 or tellk@stsusanna.org.
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Marriage Preparation
Please contact the Parish Office no later 
than six months prior to the date of 
intended marriage.

Baptism Preparation
All parents desiring Baptism for their 
children should go to the website and fill 
out the registration forms on the website 
at www.stsusanna.org/baptism.  

If it is your first child, please feel free 
to attend the baptismal class at your 
earliest convenience.  Couples may 
attend before the birth of their child, but 
registration must be complete.

Our Catholic Faith
Are you interested in learning more 
about our beautiful Catholic Faith and 
perhaps becoming Catholic?  Are you 
an Adult Catholic seeking Confirmation?
Then please contact Susan Hack,
ext. 3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org.

ALTAR 
FLOWER 
DEDICATION

You can dedicate 
the placing of 
flowers at the altar 
in memory of a loved one or to honor 
a special occasion.  The amount is 
$50 to defray the cost of the flowers.  

To reserve a date, please contact the 
Parish Office, 398-3821, ext. 3100.

Go to stsusanna.formed.org to 
create your FREE personal log-in.

TM

The flowers gracing the Altar were donated
In Memory of 

Richard E. Lamping
by Shirley Lamping

STEWARDSHIP

THIS WEEK, FROM THE ST. 
SUSANNA VINCENTIANS...

In today’s Gospel we see how in faith, 
Jarius asked Jesus to heal his daughter 
and how Jesus then answered his prayer. 
In prayer, we also come to know that we 
are loved by God, and in that trust, we 
ask for healing for ourselves, our loved 
ones and all those who are suffering.  
When you give to our Parish Outreach 
Ministries, which includes our parish St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, you help bring 
the love and healing of Jesus to our 
suffering neighbors.

WORSHIP

Year to Date 
ACTUAL

Year to Date 
BUDGET

Over / (Under) 
Budget

$2,047,139 $2,393,629 $346,490

June 24, 2018

ACTUAL
June 24, 2018

BUDGET
Over / (Under) 

Budget

$31, 767 $37,415 $5,648

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Thank you for your generous support in last week’s Peter’s 
Pence Collection! As a parish, we collected $2,854.00. Our 
contributions will be combined with those from our brothers and 
sisters around the world to help Pope Francis provide essential 
relief to people in need. If you missed the collection, it is not too 
late to give, visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections, and click 
on the “How to Give” link.

CFP TEACHERS NEEDED
 
The Sunday (10:30-11:45am/4:30-5:45pm) and Monday (6:15-
7:30pm) religious education programs are in need of teachers for 
all grades.  Please prayerfully consider sharing and teaching our faith 
to the children of the parish.  Classes will begin September 16th, 
2018. Children of teachers receive free tuition.  Catechist training 
and curriculum support will be provided.  Contact Joe Schleicher, 
ext. 3149 or schleicherj@stsusanna.org if interested.

HELP OTHERS BEAT THE HEAT!

Please consider donating a new or gently used fan to the Schuh Center. 
Donated fans will be distributed to our neighbors who are in need of them 
to stay cool this summer. Please place donated fans by the Peace and Justice 
Kiosk in the Gathering Space of church. Direct questions to Mary Jo Burns, 
burnsmj@stsusanna.org or 398-3821, ext. 3120.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONREACH OUT: DISCIPLES IN ACTION

We invite you to be with us to learn, grow and 
minister to the needy. We meet at 6:00pm 
Wednesday evenings.  Pray, relax, weed, and 
enjoy the garden anytime!   

COME BUILD WITH US!

St. Susanna is teaming up with 
Habitat for Humanity on July 
28th from 8:30am-4:00pm.  We 
will be working on a home in 

Newport, KY.  Individuals, 16 years of age or older, are needed 
to assist this nonprofit Christian housing ministry.  No prior 
experience in home building/finishing work is needed, just a 
desire to be the Hands of Christ to insure a safe and affordable 
place to live for families. For more information, please contact 
Mary Jo Burns, burnsmj@stsusanna.org or 398-3821, ext. 3120.  

Online registration must be completed by July 20th: 
www.stsusanna.org/habitatforhumanity.

ST. SUSANNA SUPPORTS THE GOLD STAR FAMILY OF FALLEN SGT. JOSHUA RODGERS

Sgt. Joshua Rodgers, 22, and Sgt. Cameron Thomas, 23, were hit by small-arms fire during a high-stakes raid on the 
headquarters of Abdul Hasib, whom U.S. officials identified as ISIS Khorasan’s emir. The hellish, hours-long firefight occurred 
in Achin, a restive district along the Pakistan border where in recent weeks American and Afghan forces have dramatically 
escalated their campaign to crush the terror group.  Most families have had a bit more time to process the tragedy of losing 
their loved ones. That isn’t the case with Sgt. Joshua Rodgers. Sgt. Rodgers was in the U.S. Army and KIA on 04/27/17. 

His mother Vonda Rodgers and family will be attending the Warrior Weekend to Remember in remembrance of the son she lost.

Help St. Susanna support this Gold Star Family by writing letters, making cards, or contributing notes of encouragement (from all ages).
All items should be placed in the designated boxes by July 8th.  The family will receive them at the Warrior Weekend to Remember in 
Middletown, OH, July 18th-22nd. (Feel free to attend; this celebration is open to the public!) After the Warrior Weekend, St. Susanna will be 
sending a care package to the family of Fallen Sgt. Joshua Rodgers to let them know that the St. Susanna Community will keep them in our 
thoughts and prayers.

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

St. Susanna parishioners volunteered their time and energy 
to help out a local agency - Matthew 25 Ministries.  It was 
a beautiful example of working in solidarity to bring dignity 
and worthiness to all of God’s children. Thank you to all 
of those who were able to come out that day in service to 
others. The work of Matthew 25 Ministries helps the poorest 
of the poor and disaster victims throughout the United States 
and around the world.

THANK YOU!
   
The Women’s Association would like 
to say a huge “THANK-YOU!” to the 
parishioners for their generosity in 

donating items to sell.  It was a huge success. We don’t know the 
exact results yet, but we do know that we raised more this year 
than ever!

St. Susanna Catholic Church

Friday, June 22, 8:00am - 3:00pm.

Saturday, June 23, 8:00am - 2:00pm

Accepting Donations of good, clean, usable 
items such as: household goods, home décor, 
clothing, toys, books, furniture, baby items, 

sports equipment, tools, and small electronics. 

(NO mattresses, refrigerators, TVs, computers, 
large exercise equipment, large office furniture 

or entertainment centers.)

Drop donations off at
the Meyer Center:

Saturday, June 16th 
10:00am – 5:00pm

Sunday, June 17th 
1:00pm – 6:00pm 

Monday, June 18th - 
Wednesday, June 20th

10:00am – 7:30pm 

Volunteers are needed during presale hours, 
the sale dates, and at the end of the sale to 

dismantle tables and load leftovers into the St. 
Vincent de Paul trucks. Teens and preteens 

can earn service hours.  
Visit www.stsusanna.org/garagesale for 

more information and to sign up!

Come and shop at our parish wide garage 
sale. Invite your neighbors and friends. 

You name it - we have it.

Household Items, Home Décor, Furniture,
Toys and Sports Equipment, Clothing for All 
Ages, Books, Baby Items, Boutique Room of 

High-End Items, Bargain Basement in 
Cafeteria, and Much, Much More!

DONATIONS NEEDED! VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

CUSTOMERS WANTED!

The Garage Sale is Sponsored by 
St. Susanna Women’s Association. 

Proceeds fund special Parish projects. 
Unsold items donated to St. Vincent de Paul.

Contact: Christine Phelan (492-7265, jazzcat1946@aol.com) 
or Mary Ann Vossler (398-2065, mavossler@yahoo.com) QUESTIONS?
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CFP: Grades 1-8 (2018-2019)
Faith Formation for elementary students 
with classes available Sunday 10:30-
11:45am, Sunday 4:30-5:45pm, and 
Monday 6:00-7:15pm.  For more 
information, contact Joe Schleicher, ext. 
3149, or schleicherj@stsusanna.org.

Early Childhood 2018-2019
Faith Formation for 3, 4, pre-K 5-year-
olds and kindergartners meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00am. For more 
information, contact Rebecca Sackrider, 
ext. 3126, sackriderr@stsusanna.org.

Preschool
Weekday Preschool is available for ages 
2-5 in the Undercroft of church. For more 
information, contact Joette Ewing, ext. 
3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

Saint Susanna School
The parish school provides a Catholic 
education for Grades K-8. 
For more information, contact the
School Office, ext. 3108.

Faith Alive
Grades 6-8 (2018-2019)
Sundays at 4:00pm to 5:45pm
in the St. John Bosco Youth Room. 
For more information, contact 
Gabbi Montavon, ext. 3195 or 
montavang@stsusanna.org.

To get Faith Alive text updates, you can 
join by texting 517-910-6127 and text 
the message @stsue.

LIFE
Grades 9-12 (2017-2018)
Sundays at 7:00pm in the St. John Bosco 
Youth Room. For more information, 
contact Gabbi Montavon, ext. 3195 or 
montavang@stsusanna.org.

To get LIFE text updates, you can join by 
texting to the number 81010 and text 
the message @stsuelife.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION

FAITH ALIVE
If you would like updates texted to you, please text @328637 to 81010.

July 8th, 6:00pm: Sunday Sundae
Faith Alive is having their first Sunday Sundae! Join us as we worship at the 6:00pm 
Mass together and then enjoy sundaes in the youth room after! We will also be placing 
the wooden signs around St. Susanna’s campus and playing lots of games!

August 5th: Summer Social!! More info to come. 

LIFE
If you would like updates texted to you, please text @life20172 to 81010.

Wednesdays, 4:30-5:30pm
A weekly Summer prayer group called G.A.P. (God’s Always Present). 
We will pray over the weekly readings, eat plenty of food and enjoy great 
conversation! It is not mandatory to come every week. 

July 15th: Summer Social!! More info to come.

BOOSTERS NEWS

BOOSTERS IS SEEKING a Gym Scheduling Coordinator and Non-Parent 
coaches for varsity basketball teams (6-8th grades) For more information, 
contact Mark Cravens, (859) 916-6161 or mcravens@apctowers.com. 
If you wish to reserve the Pavilion behind the Meyer Center, please contact Carolyn Lenz 
(clong101@earthlink.net) or Mark Cravens (mcravens@apctowers.com).

CHEER:  Our coaches are in place for all cheer squads. We always have room for more 
cheerleaders.  Cheer camp will be held July 31-Aug 3rd. Contact Karen Shea at 
kshea@cinci.rr.com with any questions. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM (AGES 3-5): Calling all children ages 
3, 4 and 5 (students must be potty-trained) for our Sunday morning Early 
Childhood Program! Questions? Contact Rebecca Sackrider at sackriderr@
stsusanna.org, or 513-398-3821, ext. 3126. To register for the 2018/19 
Early Childhood Program, visit: www.stsusanna.org/earlychildhood.

CFP (GRADES 1-8): Formal classes will begin September 16th and 17th, 
running through May 5th and 6th. Questions? Contact Joe Schleicher at 
513-398-3821, ext. 3149, or schleicherj@stsusanna.org. To register for the 
2018/19 CFP sessions, visit: www.stsusanna.org/cfpregistration.

YOUTH MINISTRY (GRADES 6-12):  Registration is now 
open for the 2018-2019 year. Questions? Contact Gabbi 
Montavon at 513-398-3821, ext. 3195 or montavang@
stsusanna.org. To register for both LIFE and Faith Alive, visit: 
www.stsusanna.org/youthministryregistration.

REGISTER NOW FOR THE 2018/19
CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION PROGRAMS
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ESTE MES EN PARROQUIA ST. SUSANNA • JULIO 2018

El programa de ABLE ofrece clases de Inglés. Para 
más información comuniquese al (513) 695-2987. 
Clases en Lebanon en las tardes.

SU CASA SE HA MUDADO 

La nueva dirección es: Mid Pointe Tower 
7162 Reading Rd, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. 
Tel 513-761-1588. 
Para Servicios Legales de Inmigración: (513) 672-3746

MISA EN ESPAÑOL
Segundo y cuarto Domingo del Mes 4:00pm

ORACIÓN TAIZE Y CORONILLA DE LA MISERICORDIA
Tercer Jueves del mes a las 6:30pm

NECESITAMOS SU AYUDA!!
Con dos Misas al mes en Español, necesitamos ayuda. Ministros de Eucaristía, Ujieres, Lectores, Monaguillos. Se provee entrenamiento.  
Para el Coro contactar a: Nicolas Ortiz smtjedi@yahoo.com

NOTICIAS

• Grupo de Oración para adultos en Español todos los Martes a las 
7:30pm en el cuarto de St. Jerónimo abajo de la Iglesia.

• No se les olvide registrarse a la parroquia! Cualquier programa que 
quieran participar, cartas de la Iglesia, hacer algún sacramento, tienen 
que estar registrados.

• Para más información o si tiene alguna pregunta por favor comuniquese 
con la Iglesia. El número de teléfono en Español de St. 
Susanna es: (513) 398-3821 Ext. 3202 por favor deje mensaje.

¿CONOCE A ALGUIEN A QUIEN EL ALCOHOL Y LAS DROGAS 
REPRESENTAN PROBLEMAS EN SU VIDA? 

GRUPO AMOR Y SERVICIO tiene sesiones: Todos los dias de 8-10PM.  
Para más información por favor llame a: (513) 551-3103, 
(513) 390-3825.  Trabajamos con las debilidades humanas, alcoholism, 
drogadicción, neurosis,depresión y pensamientos obsesivos compulsivos. 

GRUPO DE APOYO PARA SOBREVIVIENTES 
DE VIOLENCIA DOMÉSTICA.

Todos los Martes de 5:30-7pm.  Llame al (513) 381-5610 para mas 
información y lugares.  Hay cuidado de niños.

Asegúrese de consultar el Bulletin cerca de los elevadores para oportunidades de ayudar y servir a nuestra comunidad.

AYUDA A VENCER EL CALOR
 

¡Tú sabes lo caliente y húmedo que los veranos en el sur 
oeste de Ohio pueden llegar a ser! Imagina lo sofocante 
durante el calor del verano sin aire acondicionado. 

¡Ahora imagina pasar esos días sin siquiera un abanico! Muchos de 
nuestros vecinos están en esta situación.
 
Por favor considera donar al Schuh Center un abanico nuevo o 
ligeramente usado.  Los abanicos donados serán distribuidos a nuestros 
vecinos que están en necesidad de ellos para mantenerse frescos este 
verano. Por favor deja los abanicos en el quiosco de Peace and Justice en 
el espacio de reunión de la iglesia. Para preguntas diríjase por favor con 
Mary Jo Burns, burnsmj@stsusanna.org o al teléfono 398-3821 ext. 3120

PROGRAMA DE FORMACION CRISTIANA

Ya están abiertas las inscripciones del programa de religión de St. Susanna 
(CFP) para niños de 1 a 8 grados, para el año escolar 2018/2019.  
Puede registrar a sus hijos en la oficina llenando la hoja de registro o por 
la página web.   Si su hijo/a necesita un Sacramento se necesitan 2 años 
de formación religiosa.  Clases empiezan en Septiembre.

PROGRAMA PARA NIÑOS PEQUEÑOS 

¡Invitamos a todos los niños de edades 3, 4 y 5 años a nuestro programa 
para niños pequeños los domingos por la mañana! (los niños deben 
saber ir al baño). Nos reunimos los Domingos de las 8:45am (llegada) 
a las 10:15am (partida) en la escuela St. Susanna. También necesitamos 
catequistas de niños pequeños y voluntarios adolescentes!  Regístrate en 
www.stsusanna.org/earlychildhood o e-mail/llama a Rebecca Sackrider a 
sackriderr@stsusanna.org, 513-398-3821, ext. 3126.

¡VEN A CONSTRUIR CON NOSOTROS!
 

St. Susanna está haciendo equipo con 
Habitat for Humanity el 28 de Julio de las 
8:30am-4:00pm. Estaremos trabajando en 
una casa en Lockland, OH. Se necesitan 

personas de 16 años en adelante para ayudar a este ministerio Cristiano 
de la vivienda sin fines de lucro. No se necesita experiencia previa en 
construcción/acabado de viviendas, solo el deseo de ser las Manos 
de Cristo para asegurar a las familias un lugar seguro y económico 
donde vivir. Para más información, por favor contacte a Mary Jo Burns, 
burnsmj@stsusanna.org o 398-3821 ext. 3120.  

Inscripción en línea debe ser completada a más tardar para el 20 de 
Julio: www.stsusanna.org/habitatforhumanity.

HOLY FAMILY PARISH SEEKING 
BILINGUAL PASTORAL MINISTER - APPLY ASAP

Holy Family Parish (3006 W. 8th St., Cincinnati, OH 45205), a multi-
cultural, multi-lingual community located in East Price Hill, is seeking a 
full-time Bilingual Pastoral Minister.  The parish seeks a candidate that 
is committed to Gospel values and service to the parish in the highest 
ministerial standards. The Bilingual Pastoral Minister is responsible for 
collaborating with parishioners and staff to further the mission and vision 
and ensure a robust parish life.  The candidate will coordinate all major 
aspects of Latino ministry, including faith formation, liturgy, sacraments, 
and communication.  The successful candidate must be a practicing 
Roman Catholic, with a degree in theology, pastoral ministry or the 
equivalent.  Prior parish experience preferred; oral and written Spanish 
proficiency required.
 
Applicants should send a cover letter and resume to Ms. Julie Bishop at 
jbishop@holyfamilycincinnati.org.  For further information, call Father Len 
Wenke at 513-921-7527 x104 or via e-mail at fr.len.wenke@gmail.com.
www.holyfamilycincinnati.org
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July 1, 2018
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Wis 1:13–15; 2:23–24
2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13–15
Mk 5:21–43 or 5:21–24, 35b–43 

Accepting Pain

Michelangelo’s statue The Pietà, finished 
before he turned twenty–four, expresses 

a theme Italians didn’t enjoy seeing in art: death. 
Even worse, it recalls the torturous death of a 
crucified son held by his mourning mother. The 
image is horrific.

In his approach, Michelangelo is revolutionary. 
Rather than directly representing death, his 
statue is a meditation on it. Instead of showing 
the Virgin in the moment of extreme anguish, the 
normal strategy to achieve pity in the onlooker, 
the master decides to show Mary in humble 
acceptance of this heart-wrenching moment.

She doesn’t fight or run from the pain in 
rebellious screams. Her teeth aren’t clenched, her 
brow is unwrinkled, and her eyes aren’t filled with 
tears imploring upward seeking to understand the 
illogical. She merely sits in the painful moment 
embracing the Son and abandoning her sorrow to 
the Father who permitted it.

Her hands reveal her attitude. One holds 
her Son under his arm firmly. She pulls him to 
her, sustaining the weight of the mystery. She 
absorbs the moment, fleeing not. Remaining in 
the pain, she endures the cost of our redemption, 
expressing her fiat again, in silence: Let it be done 
to me according to your word.

The other hand tilts toward us, open. She is 
letting go, giving over! She knows this Child in 
her arms was never only hers, but everyone’s. 
We’re invited to grasp her open hand, join her 
pain, and do our part to take up our own cross 
and follow him.

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

[Jesus] took the child by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum,”  
which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise!” 

Mark 5:41

Piece: The Pietà, 1499 
Artist: Michelangelo 
Location: St. Peter’s Basilica
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